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HOME ALONE: HIV Tests at Home
Posted May 3rd 2007 11:07AM by

Off the cuff, | would think that getting some test is better than none at all, but given that there are
S0 many "anonymous" testing options __ available, | don't see the advantage of these home tests -
- especially given that they can't guarantee the accuracy of their results and if you test positive,
most of them don't provide counseling options (i.e., mental and medical resources, as well as
support.)

According to the FDA, although you may see many on the market, only one -- the Home Access
test, which includes materials for specimen collection, a mailing envelope to send the specimen to
a laboratory for analysis, and pre-and post-test counseling system -- is FDA
approved.

Says the FDA of the unapproved tests:

"The advertisers of the unapproved HIV home test kits claim that the presence of a visual indicator,
such as a red dot, within 5 to 15 minutes of taking the test shows a positive result for HIV infection.
These unapproved test kits use a simple finger prick process for home blood collection or a special
sponge device for saliva collection. The blood or saliva sample is then added to a plastic testing
device containing a special type of paper. A developing solution is added to determine if the
sample is positive for HIV. The samples are not sent to a laboratory for professional analysis.
Although this approach may seem faster and simpler, it may provide a less accurate result than
can be achieved using an approved test, which is analyzed under more controlled conditions than
is possible in the home."

If you are in doubt about whether an HIV home test kit you are considering using is approved, or if
you have other questions related to HIV home test kits, you may call the HIV/AIDS Program of the
FDA, in the Office of Special Health Issues for further information about this topic. The Office can
be reached at 301-827-4460




For your Holiday Meals

For Some Black Pastors, Accepting Gay Members Means Losing Others

The Rev. Dennis Meredith, center, pastor of Tabernacle Baptist Church in Atlanta, began a change
in his preaching’s against homosexuality five years ago when his son Micah told him he is gay

NEELA BANERJEE

ATLANTA - When the Rev. Dennis Meredith of Tabernacle Baptist Church here began
preaching acceptance of gay men and lesbians a few years ago, he attracted some gay people
who were on the brink of suicide and some who had left the Baptist faith of their childhoods but
wanted badly to return.

At the same time, Tabernacle Baptist, an African-American congregation, lost many of its most
loyal, generous parishioners, who could not accept a message that contradicted what they saw
as the Bible's condemnation of same-sex relations. Over the last three years, Tabernacle's
Sunday attendance shrank to 800, from 1,100.

The debate about homosexuality that has roiled predominantly white mainline churches for
years has gradually seeped into African-American congregations, threatening their unity,
finances and, in some cases, their existence.

In St. Paul, the Rev. Oliver White, senior minister of Grace Community Church, lost nearly all
his 70 congregants after he voted in 2005 to support the blessing of same-sex unions in his
denomination, the United Church of Christ.

In the Atlanta area, a hub of African-American life, only a few black churches have preached
acceptance of gay men and lesbians, Mr. Meredith said. At one of those congregations, Victory
Church in Stone Mountain, attendance on Sundays has fallen to 3,000 people, from about
6,000 four or five years ago, said the Rev. Kenneth L. Samuel, the senior pastor.

Some black ministers, like their white counterparts, said they had been moved to reconsider
biblical passages about same-sex relations by personal events, like finding out that a friend or
relative is gay. Some members of the clergy contend that because of the antipathy to gay men
and lesbhians, black churches have done little to address the high rate of H.1.V. infection among
African-Americans.

"The church has to come to a point when it has to embrace all the people Jesus embraced,
and that means the people in the margins,” Dr. Samuel said. "It really bothered my
congregation when | said that as people of color who have been ostracized, marginalized, how
can we turn around now and oppress other people?"

More

"Preventing HIV/AIDS among Men Who Have Sex with Me  n: Challenges and Innovations,"
CDC Satellite Broadcast

May 17, 2007

1:00 — 3:00 p.m. EDT.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (Technical Information and Communications Branch
Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention) and the Public Health Training Network will present a satellite broadcast and
webcast entitled, "Preventing HIV/AIDS among Men Who Have Sex with Men: Challenges and Innovations," on
May 17, 2007, beginning at 1 p.m. EDT. The 2-hour broadcast will highlight relevant research and related
programs in the United States. A panel will answer viewer questions, which can be sent via fax during the
broadcast or by email during and after the broadcast. http://www?2.cdc.gov/phtn/



It's My Birthday!
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May 17, 1962 is when God saw it fit to birth me into this world. Most people think | am 19, but | tell them no I'm
45. Hahahahahahahaha why you laughing? (smile) | would like to take this time to say “Ain’'t God good!” He
has truly blessed me and each day | get up, | say “thank you”. | still remember my friends that have passed and
| think to myself “it could have been me”. See, they died from AIDS and | was spared. Not that | was any safer
than they were, but God had a plan in my life. Compassion is what | possess and love is what | give. He has
definitely prepared me for the battlefield. Love you all and may | have many more years to serve you. God
Bless.

&! Chick Murda, a/k/a Aisha Sampson, was
an assistant teacher at an elementary
school, but just started a job working for
the state of New Jersey. “A lot of
females like the way | carry myself, my
swagger,” she says.
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, ol at the Lab, Siya is contemplating whether to check out LoverGirls, a
Saturday night party at the Millionaire's Club in the Financial District that caters to an older crowd. The elevator
in her Bed-Stuy apartment building is broken and the hike up and down 13 flights of stairs has put a damper on
her mood.

She lives in a three-bedroom apartment with her grandmother, who has raised her since she was 11. Siya was
born Michelle Sherman in California. Her father is black and was a military man. Her mother is Hispanic and
was addicted to drugs. Her father left when she was young, but after hearing what horrible conditions his
daughter was living in, packed her up and sent her to live with his mother in Bed-Stuy's Eleanor Roosevelt
Projects. Two years later she came out of the closet.

"My aunt was doing my hair and she was trying to put it in a girly hairstyle," says Siya, who is sitting on top of a
dresser in her meticulously organized bedroom. Behind her hangs a photomontage of her in Times Square with
girlfriends. "I got upset and flipped. 'l hate this. | want to wear my hair braided. | like girls!" " Her family took the
news well. "My grandmother is real cool, and | think in a way my being gay meant she didn't have to worry
about me going out and getting pregnant and bringing home more kids for her to take care of."

But school officials weren't so thrilled, she claims. She says that she and her friends were made to feel that
they were a gang. "They kinda forced me to drop out," she says. "I left high school in junior year."

At 16, she began rapping about being a lesbian. It's won her a small following, but also held her singing career
back, she believes.
34#( &#(" 56
* Ky, the Monroe College freshman, is also nursing a budding rap career. Majoring in criminal law, she says that
1+ she's often mistaken for a guy. But she doesn't mind. More
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S1C Volunteer of the Month

Kenton Pope - has been with
S1C for over 5 years. Kenton is a
native of Atlanta and came to us
with a desire to help bring about
a change in the huge number of
HIV cases reported each year in
his home town. Kenton serves as
one of our street and club
outreach workers. | often call on
him because of his dependable
and steadfast dedication. Thank
you Kenton for caring for your
Atlanta community.

Georgia Medical Monitoring Project

and be heard.

sta ndH

The Georgia Medical Monitoring Project (GA MMP) is a new study of HIV/AIDS care that is being done
by the Georgia Division of Public Health. Georgia is one of 26 states and cities across the nation
taking part in MMP, which is supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). GA
MMP staff will conduct face-to-face interviews and medical record abstraction with randomly chosen
people living with HIV across Georgia.




Georgia’'s Commis sion on Men 's Health

As we continue to move forward with the vision and mission of the Georgia Commission on Men’s Health, | am
pleased to announce the planning of the One Man At A Time Health Screening & Education Campaign
scheduled for June 12, 2007, 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. at the #2 Peachtree Building Lobby in Atlanta, Georgia.
This event is being held in conjunction with National Men’s Health Week (June 11-17, 2007). The Campaign
will offer screenings for blood pressure, diabetes, cholesterol, BMI, dental, PSA (hopefully DRE exams),
HIV/AIDS, and vision. There will also be a host of education/ awareness materials provided by various
organizations and a discussion and Q/A session on the status of men’s health and how we are all affected by
it.

Someone Cares, Inc. of Atlanta will be conducting H IV testing at the event.

Atlanta’s Screen on the Green — Piedmont Park

May 31 — Casablanca

June 7 — Car Wash

June 14 — Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
June 21 — Funny Girl

June 28 — E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial

April 2007 Action Alert!
Take 5 minutes TODAY to expand HIV prevention optio  ns for
women

Visit www.global-campaign.org to ask your legislators to
Sign on to the Microbicide Development Act.

Hailed as one of the world’s most promising new HIV-prevention technologies at the 2006 Toronto AIDS
Conference, microbicides are a class of products currently under development that women could apply
topically to prevent transmission of HIV and other infections. Microbicides could come in a variety of forms,
including gels, creams or rings that would release the drug slowly over days or weeks.

Women are the new face of AIDS. Globally, approximately 7,000 women are infected with HIV every day.
Because of their social and biological vulnerabilities, infection rates among young women are especially high.
Right here at home, AIDS is now the number one cause of death among African American women aged 25-34.

Barely 3% of the US budget for HIV/AIDS research — only three cents of every dollar -- is spent on efforts to
find a safe, effective microbicide. With the support this bill provides, we could have one on the market in the
next five years. Without such support, it's likely to take a lot longer!

Visit the Global Campaign website: or contact us:
clo , 1800 K Street NW, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20006
Phone: +1 (202) 822-0033 Fax: +1 (202) 457-1466 Email:



NAESM's Capacity Building Assistance (CBA) program is presenting at the 2007 HIV Prevention Leadership
Summit (HPLS) May 20-23, 2007 in New Orleans.

HIV patient names to be tracked in all 50 states by  year's end

The Associated Press

Sunday, April 1, 2007

CHICAGO: The names of people infected with HIV will be tracked in all 50 states by the end of 2007, marking

a victory for federal health officials and a quiet defeat for AIDS advocates who wanted to keep patients' names

out of state databases.

Vermont, Maryland and Hawaii, the last states not tracking the names of HIV-positive people, are quickly

moving toward adopting names-based surveillance. Eight other states and Washington, D.C., began collecting

the names of HIV patients last year, and Massachusetts switched in January.

The states are bowing to federal pressure so they will not lose money for medications and health services for

patients.

This is the first year federal funding has been tied to names-based surveillance of HIV. More than $1.4 billion

(4,-1.05 billion) in federal money will be distributed this fiscal year based on new formulas that include

numbers of people with HIV counted by states using names. In some states, including lllinois, millions of

dollars are at stake.

That is why advocates say they have quit fighting &€" although they still worry that collecting names will deter

some people from getting tested and seeking treatment, and about the possibility of names being released due

to security breaches.

"l have patients who are very high-profile individuals &€" physicians in practice, people who are politicians" who

don't want their real names reported, said Dr. Dan Berger, medical director of NorthStar Healthcare in

Chicago's Lincoln Park.

In a 2005 security breach in Palm Beach County, Florida, the names of 6,500 HIV and AIDS patients were

mistakenly e-mailed to 800 county health workers. Other security breaches have occurred in California and

Kentucky.

Some worry that names-based reporting could have the greatest effect on whether minorities and the poor get

tested and treated because they may be less likely to trust the government to keep their names secret.

In a low-income Chicago neighborhood 10 miles from Berger's office, patients now are told they must release

their names to the state to get medications. Bruce Jackson, director of the Gift House, which offers HIV testing

and counseling in southwest Chicago, said some clients are apprehensive, fearing their families or friends will
Copyright A© 2007 the International Herald Tribune All rights reserved



GREETINGS:
It has been a busy new year so far...and looks like it won't slow down anytime soon...

The radio show..on WRFG 89.3 Alternative Perspectives is moving forward smoothly. | hope that you have
been able to tune in...and if you have not ... 89.3fm on the left of your dial..7pm to 8pm on each Tuesday
evening is where to tune in...and if you are not within the range of the airwaves, we do stream at

On Monday, 4/9 WRFG starts their spring Marathon. WRFG is a community supported radio station. It is with
the support of the the listening audience, that we are enabled. Airshifters on WRFG are volunteers, there are
only 2 administrative staff members that are paid. The bills must be paid to keep the airwaves opens...and
each show depends on your help...

This is the time that each of the airshifters (dj) puts out the word to their listening audience for help. There are a
couple of ways you can help...

1. volunteer and come to the station and help me or anyone else answer the phones and take the pledges
during the 2 weeks of the Marathon, April 9 to April 22...1 personally need help on Tuesday April 10 and
Tuesday April 17 7pm to 8pm. If you can help me please send me an email to betlear@yahoo.com.

2. The second way you can help...call the station at 404 523 8989 during the show and pledge financial
support..remember it is a pledge...you don't have to pay right then and there...or you can charge to your credit
card.

Things to keep in mind..Alternative Perspectives, The voice of the GLBTQ community is your radio show, your
voice, your news, your issues and concerns. Your support is needed, and though financial support is what
keeps us on the air, volunteering is just as important...and listening and calling in and giving your opinion are
crucial...

As air-shifters and producers of the programs that you hear on WRFG 89.3fm...we support our shows by
providing our own equipment, buying our cds and tapes to record the shows, providing our own headsets, and
extras for our guest..and sometimes we help other shows with our time and monies.

As in any other form of activism, we volunteer because we have a passion for what needs to be done, and we
try to contribute in whatever way we can. A radio show is unique, it is vocal, it allows us to speak up, and bring
the issues that affect you and |, to the table of dialogue.

To do all this...I need your help...I need to hear from you... The show has been on the air now for 7
months...we bring you the headline news, local, national and international, reported by Sovo. We have had
guest that have spoken about Hate Crimes, ENDA, DADT,(Don't ask,Don't Tell), Transgender issues,
Healthcare, Pride, Community Events, Religion, Legal matters, Authors, Songwriters, and entertainment and
Politics. Our Allies have come forward to support our fight. We have brought you the stories as they are
happening and we want to continue doing that. So with your help we can do just that. If you or someone you
know has a story to tell, if you are a new artist, if you are an activist in the community, if you are a senior
wondering about what you will do when you retire, if you are struggling with the issues of coming out, or the
church, or family..if you have thoughts and opinions that you want to share,if you are a professional and have
information that can be used by the community please connect with me so we can get you on the air to share
that information....Alternative Perspectives is for you. Please send me an email to betlear@yahoo.com.

If you have ever been interested in broadcasting, if you want to learn, join me any Tuesday evening and
observe the process. If you want to become active and volunteer, | need researchers for news/events and
follow ups on guest that have continuing stories, | need schedulers for guests, and | need entertainment
reporters..what is going on in the GLBTQ community...you don't necessarily need to be in Atlanta to do some
of this...email is a great form of communication..and updating and keeping track of pertinent information...guest
can call in to be interviewed...so if you know someone outside of Atlanta...call ins can be arranged.

On Tuesday April 10 and Tuesday April 17 we will be pitching for financial support..so if you can pledge
support..any amount will do...the phones on these 2 dates will be devoted to pledge call ins 404 523 8989...but
we do have 2 guest that will be on air ON 4/10 7PM TO 8PM...1. Teresa Joyce, organizer of the Kennesaw
University GLBT Summit, on April 21..a free event at Kennesaw University, with speakers, workshops and
more...plus we will have in the studio Tim Cairl/Activist talking about the GLBTQ issues..

ON 4/17 IF YOU MISSED THE WOMANS MARCH..HEAR THE RECORDING OF THE SPEAKERS AND THE
MARCHERS...I WILL BE PLAYING THIS RECORDING THRU OUT THE HOUR ON 4/17 7PM TO
8PM...please tune in and call in your pledge so that together we can keep Alternative Perspectives on the
air..bringing you all you need to know, to make informative decisions about the issues that affect you.

CALL IN NUMBER 404 523 8989

MY EMAIL



1 ) & 01 C ( %
) $& % ) D
_ E - $' 0%) 01
& A% ( $ &
3 0 -
<<#3== 3##<6 ) 0

S1C is now administering HIV testing with OraQuick Advance. This
has allowed us to conduct HIV testing during street and club outreach.
Our in-house testing days are on Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays, at the

233 Mitchell Street, Suite 200, Atlanta, GA 30303.
10am - 4pm
FREE HIV Testing!

Abbott Virology

Christopher Parson is the Advocacy Relations Manager,
(Southeast) for Abbott Virology. Christopher, better known
as Chris, is one of the kindness and dearest person | have
ever met. Chris has taken Someone Cares under his wings
and has assisted us in accomplishing our mission. Chris
has ensured Someone Cares the same opportunities that
the larger organizations are afforded. He has been very
instrumental in providing workshops and funding to our
PLWA program. Thank you Abbott for allowing such a
valuable employee to assist in the fight against HIV/AIDS,
Christopher Parson here in the Atlanta metropolitan area.

Aid Atlanta Men’s STD Clinic




CDC Says Gonorrhea Is Drug-Resistant
By DANIEL YEE

ATLANTA (April 13) - The sexually transmitted disease gonorrhea is joining the list of "superbugs" resistant to
common antibiotics, leading U.S. health officials to recommend wider use of a different class of antibiotics to
avert a public health crisis.

"Gonorrhea has now joined the list of other superbugs for which treatment options have become dangerously
few," said Dr. Henry Masur, president of the Infectious Disease Society of America, said Thursday. "To make a
bad problem even worse, we're also seeing a decline in the development of new antibiotics to treat these
infections."

Since the early 1990s, gonorrhea patients have had a relatively easy fix for one of the most common sexually
transmitted diseases, which can leave men infertile and put people at higher risk of getting the virus that
causes AIDS.

But the bacterial infection increasingly has become resistant to fluoroquinolones, a class of antibiotics that
includes Cipro, prompting the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Thursday to recommend a
different class of antiobiotics.

Cephalosporins - which include the generic ceftriaxone or brand name Rocephin - must be given as a shot and
are not as readily stocked as Cipro on most doctor's shelves.

The CDC made the new recommendation after discovering that nearly 7 percent of gonorrhea cases among
heterosexual men in a survey of 26 U.S. cities last year were drug-resistant strains of the disease. In 2001,
only about 0.6 percent of gonorrhea cases among heterosexual men were drug-resistant.

"That leaves us with a single class of highly effective antibiotics," said Dr. John Douglas Jr., director of the
CDC's division of STD prevention. Other experts called the situation perilous.

It is the first time cephalosporins have been recommended to treat gonorrhea for the entire U.S. population,
although the CDC recommended the antibiotics to treat drug-resistant gonorrhea in California and Hawaii in
2002. Two years later, the CDC made the same recommendation to treat the bacterial infection among
American men who have sex with men.

Described by Douglas as a "very wily" disease, gonorrhea has worked its way through decades of other
treatment regimens, from sulfa drugs used in the 1930s and 1940s, to penicillin, which was used from the
1940s until the mid-1980s.

"We are running out of options to treat this disease," said Douglas, who said there are "no new drugs for
gonorrhea in the drug development pipeline."

The CDC estimates that more than 700,000 people in the U.S. acquire gonorrhea each year through sexual
contact. It is the second most commonly reported infectious disease in the United States, trailing only
chlamydia, which the CDC says affects more than 2.1 million people yearly in the U.S.

The highest rates of infection are among sexually active teens, young adults and African-Americans. Because
many people do not have obvious symptoms, they can unknowingly spread it to others.

In women, gonorrhea can cause pelvic inflammatory disease. In men, it can cause epididymitis, a painful
condition of the testicles that can lead to infertility if untreated, the CDC said.

In the survey of 26 cities last year, Philadelphia had the highest percentage of drug-resistant cases with almost
27 percent, a dramatic increase from only 1.2 percent in 2004.

San Francisco's drug-resistant cases more than doubled between 2004 and 2006, from 10.3 percent to 22.5
percent. During the same period, Miami's cases spiked from 2.1 percent to 15.3 percent and Atlanta's climbed
from 1 percent to 5.7 percent.

Copyright 2007 The Associated Press.












