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·  S1C 6 Year Anniversary 

·  Magic Johnson returns to Atlanta 

·  Georgia STD Month  

·   AIDS Vaccine nearing reality at   
Emory 

·  African American Outreach 
Initiative 

·  S1C Volunteer of the month 

·  Screening of “Life Support:” 

·  Atlanta Ryan white Planning 
Council 

*   Georgia Medical Monitoring  

     Project  

*  CDC tries to energize fight 

     against HIV in blacks�
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·  Scientists discovers “natural 

barrier” to HIV 

·  Free HIV Testing 

·  Gilead’s - Earline McWilliams 

·  Aid Atlanta Men’s STD Clinic 

·  KSU 5th LGBT Summit 

·  ��	������	�������	������
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·  GA House Approves Bill That 
Would Require Doctors To Offer 
Pregnant Women HIV Tests 

·  CDC Satellite Broadcast   

�

�

����������	�
����
�������������
�� ��������!�����"���

�
 
Hello Friends, 
 
This month marks 6 years for S1C here in the Atlanta Metropolitan area. People ask me “why I do what I do?”  
You are not HIV positive and there isn’t any money in this field. So, why do you sacrifice so much? Then I tell 
them my story.   
 
Growing up in the 80’s and 90’s the United States was just beginning to acknowledge that human 
immunodeficiency virus was not just a homosexual disease, but a disease that kills all. Men, women, children, 
straight, gay, and lesbians. It took the deaths of famous people to draw attention to how this disease has no 
respect of person. I remember hearing about Rock Hudson’s illness and later death that shook America. His 
death as sad as it had been, was a blessing to many. It made the people of this country stand up and take 
more interest in this disease and placed funding, and research in combating it. Black America woke up when 
basketball great Magic Johnson disclosed his HIV status. While growing up, several of my friends had become 
infected or died. I wanted to help do my part in educating the community of this dreadful disease. With God’s 
Grace and Mercies, I am here today. God has brought me to this point in my life and has kept his hand on me 
and focused on what I should do and has provided all that I need to help others. I'm in my purpose. 
  
 I had my first experience in HIV/AIDS in Jacksonville Florida where I was an HIV Outreach Worker. In the early 
90’s, Jacksonville was ranking third in the top cities with the number of HIV cases reported.  As an Outreach 
Worker I had hands on experience with infected and affected people. There I had counseled and tested 
thousands. I was touched when an 18 year old youth came to me for a HIV test. He was diagnosed with AIDS. 
His T-cell count was below 200 and he had no knowledge of the disease. It was then in 1996, when I actually 
started  “Someone Cares”. Technically S1C has been in existence for over 10 years.      
  
“Someone Cares” promises to continue to fight against HIV/AIDS through educational and prevention methods, 
rendering confidential, caring, and quality service. We are asking everyone to join the fight and help save a 
life.   
 
I want to thank the staff and volunteers of S1C for their endless support and love that you have shown to the 
agency. I would like to thank my fellow agencies that know what its like to survive off very little and lend their 
support in helping us to maintain our mission. Also, I would like to thank you Atlanta  for allowing us to serve 
you. 
 
           
 
 
 
                                                                                                       Still on the battlefield, 

                                                                                                    Ronnie E. Bass  
 

Someone Cares, Inc. of Atlanta 
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 For your Holiday Meals 
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Georgia STD Month  

 DHR April 3, 2007, is Georgia Wear Green for STD Awareness Month Day! 
Georgia’s Wear Green for STD Awareness Month Day is a day when Georgian’s statewide will wear 
green to show their support for National STD Awareness Month. 

The Green Truth —  National STD Awareness Month campaign—created and introduced the Green 
Ribbon as the national symbol for STD Awareness in 2005 to deliver an urgent wakeup call to American’s 
in regards to their sexual health.  Georgia’s Wear Green Day promotes the symbol and provides an 
opportunity for everyone to unite in this awareness campaign movement by showing off a favorite green 
dress, shirt, or tie, or Green Pin/ribbon  

Join Georgia Department of Human Resources, Division of Public Health Prevention and many other 
community active groups to promote Georgia’s Wear Green for STD Awareness Month Day in your local 
community. 

                                                                                                                     

  
 
AIDS Vaccine Nearing Reality at Emory �  
 
Web Editor: Keith Whitney  
Last Modified: 3/8/2007 7:49:17 AM 
 
The world could have a new vaccine designed to kill the AIDS virus in as little as three to four years according 
to an Atlanta-based group working on the vaccine. 
 
It is a scientific advance that could save tens of millions of lives, and it is being developed on the campus of 
Emory University. 
 
The work has been going on quietly for the last 15 years. But now it appears headed for the bell lap in the race 
to prevent the disease. 
 
And the Atlanta-based group may be way ahead of the rest of the world.  
 
The GeoVax lab at Emory is smaller than many garages. And yet the small modular building may be where the 
battle to end the reign of one the world's biggest killers could be won with a vaccine to prevent AIDS. 
 
"We're getting results back that indicate we're getting very strong immune responses in these individuals these 
people who received our vaccine," said Don Hildebrand, the president and CEO of GeoVax Inc., the company 
spearheading the research in collaboration with Emory, the Centers for Disease Control, and the National 
Institutes of Health. 
 
The vaccine uses a decoy virus with some of the genetic material of the aids virus but not enough for anyone 
to ever get the disease itself from the shot, according to Dr. Harriet Robinson, Ph. D., of the Emory Vaccine 
Center. 
 
"It exposes your immune system to a pathogen like a virus or bacteria so before you've seen it you set up 
memory cells,” Dr. Robinson said, “and then these memory cells mobilize should you get the actual infection." 
 
The test trials have been so successful that the vaccine is now more than a year ahead of schedule. 
 
"Actually another two trials are starting later this year using different combinations of our vaccine and different 
administration programs,” said GeoVax CEO Hildebrand. “And following that presuming everything goes well 
we'll be starting a phase two program at the end of the year." 
 
The vaccine works using a one-two pharmaceutical punch to prime the body then kill the virus. 
 
“It raises both antibodies that can block the virus and it raises white blood cells called t cells that can kill the 
virus infected cells,” said Dr. Robinson. “So it really has two methods of controlling an HIV/AIDS infection once 
it enters the body." 
 
The vaccine’s success with the simian AIDS virus has been nothing short of remarkable. Not only did the 
vaccine prevent the infection, it kept it under control for the monkeys that already had it, putting it in a kind of 
remission. 
 
Researchers believe the same benefits await human subjects. 
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African American Outreach Initiative  
 

                         
     
 The 8th Annual African-American Outreach Initiative was held on March 17-18. The initiative is the largest 
conference of its kind in the entire Southeastern USA. During the conference essential information and free 
resources from dozens of workshop presenters, corporations and service providers was disseminated. The 
2007 conference was a great success!  

 
                                 

S1C Volunteer of the Month                   
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 Queen Latifah brings heart to `Life Support'  

Actress plays HIV-positive woman with street-wise sensitivity 

�

 
Metropolitan Atlanta HIV Health Services Planning C ouncil  
 

 
 
On March 15th, Ryan White Planning Council met to address funding issues related to Atlanta’s Health 
Districts. Council received updates from committee chairs.   
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Carl Hobbs has shown his 
dedication through his work as 
assistant to our outreach 
coordinated for special events. 
Carl jumped right in participating 
without being asked. He has 
been with the agency for less 
than a year and has become a 
great asset.  Thank you Carl. 
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Morehouse School of Medicine, HBO and 
Healthy Black Families sponsored a movie 
screening of “Life Support”. Queen Latifah 
portrayed an HIV-positive wife and mother 
in the movie.  Anna Deavere Smith 
(pictured) whose life the movie was inspired 
by, was in attendance at the screening. I 
give the movie two thumbs up.   



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 

Georgia Medical Monitoring  Project  
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 CDC tries to energize fight against HIV in Blacks                                                                                                      
 

                  
CDC tries to energize fight against HIV in blacks  
Critics say plan gives short shrift to gay and bisexual men  
Friday, March 16, 2007 
The largely unchecked toll HIV/AIDS is taking on African Americans warrants “a heightened national 
response,” according to the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, which launched a nationwide 
mobilization among black leaders in Atlanta last week. 
“AIDS among African Americans is in fact a crisis, and it is not a new one,” Kevin Fenton, director of the CDC’s 
National Center for HIV, STD & TB Prevention, said at the March 8 gathering. 
The community mobilization meeting — which brought together black entertainers, church leaders, gay 
activists and researchers — was held in conjunction with the CDC releasing updated HIV/AIDS data that added 
to the bleakness of the epidemic among black America. 
From 2001 to 2005, African Americans accounted for 51 percent of all new HIV diagnoses, according to data 
published in the CDC’s Morbidity & Mortality Weekly Report. Men having sex with men accounted for 52 
percent of HIV diagnoses among all black men, more than all other transmission modes combined, according 
to the CDC’s MMWR.                                                                                                                    More 
 
Ryan Lee SOVO 
 
A dream comes true “Transgender Transitional Housin g”       
 

                                  
Executive Director / Founder Mrs. Dee Dee Chamblee head the largest transgender organization on the 
southeast coast “LaGender, Inc.”  Most organizations in the HIV field have faced funding difficulties and 
LaGender, Inc. does not stand exempt.  Mrs. Chamblee has encountered extremely tight times, but with her 
faith in God and support of the transgender community, her dream for decent transitional housing has come 
true.  “The LaGender Light House”  Mrs. Chamblee has dedicated her life to ensure the underserved 
transgender community receive respectable housing, health care coverage, and employment. Mrs. Chamblee 
said “It’s a tough fight, but I am going to stay on the battlefield.” 
For more information, please call Mrs. Chamblee at: 404-522-7334 or email her at: deedeecham@yahoo.com. 
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The Georgia Medical Monitoring Project (GA MMP) is a new study of HIV/AIDS care that is being done 
by the Georgia Division of Public Health.  Georgia is one of 26 states and cities across the nation 
taking part in MMP, which is supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  GA 
MMP staff will conduct face-to-face interviews and medical record abstraction with randomly chosen 
people living with HIV across Georgia. 

 

770-226-0075 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Scientists Discover 'Natural Barrier' to HIV  

By E.J. Mundell  
HealthDay Reporter 37 minutes ago  

MONDAY, March 5 (HealthDay News) -- Researchers have discovered that cells in the mucosal lining of 
human genitalia produce a protein that "eats up" invading  HIV -- possibly keeping the spread of the AIDS more 
contained than it might otherwise be.  

 

Even more important, enhancing the activity of this protein, called Langerin, could be a potent new way to 
curtail the transmission of the virus that causes AIDS, the Dutch scientists added. 

Langerin is produced by Langerhans cells, which form a web-like network in skin and mucosa. This network is 
one of the first structures HIV confronts as it attempts to infect its host. 

However, "we observed that Langerin is able to scavenge viruses from the surrounding environment, thereby 
preventing infection," said lead researcher Teunis Geijtenbeek, an immunologist researcher at Vrije University 
Medical Center in Amsterdam.  

"And since generally all tissues on the outside of our bodies have Langerhans cells, we think that the human 
body is equipped with an antiviral defense mechanism, destroying incoming viruses," Geijtenbeek said.  

The finding, reported in the March 4 online issue of Nature Medicine, "is very interesting and unexpected," said 
Dr. Jeffrey Laurence, director of the Laboratory for AIDS Virus Research at the Weill Cornell Medical College, 
in New York City. "It may explain part of the relative inefficiency of HIV in being transmitted."  

Even though HIV has killed an estimated 22 million people since it was first recognized more than 25 years 
ago, it is actually not very good at infecting humans, relatively speaking.                                                    
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S1C is now administering HIV testing with OraQuick Advance. This 
has allowed us to conduct HIV testing during street and club outreach. 
Our in-house testing days are on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays, at the  

233 Mitchell Street, Suite 200, Atlanta, GA 30303.     

                                     10am – 4pm 

                                  FREE HIV Testing! �
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GILEAD Sciences Inc.  
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For more information contact Dr. Teresa Joyce, at 770-423-6738 

 

�
Earline McWilliams is the National Accounts Manager SE 
Regional West for GILEAD Sciences, Inc. Earline’s 
professionalism coupled with her exhilarating personality has 
won the love of Atlanta’s HIV/AIDS community.  She has made 
herself accessible to grassroots organizations as well as large 
organizations.  GILEAD has helped S1C to maintain a face in 
the Atlanta’s African American MSM community by providing 
much needed funding and patient & medical provider 
workshops. Earline has extended herself to S1C by assisting in 
providing community street outreach. Yes, she has hit the 
streets with us. That’s the kind of loving & caring person she is.  
Thank you GILEAD Sciences for allowing such a dedicated 
employee to be in our community.  

Earline McWilliams  
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Georgia Women Empowered Together (GWET) Forum  
on HIV/AIDS among African-American Women  

and Town Hall Meeting.  
 

"Addressing the Growing Epidemic  
 of HIV/ AIDS among African American Women"  

 
March 30, 2007  

6:30pm - 8:30pm  
 

Georgia Pacific Auditorium  
133 Peachtree St NW  

Atlanta, 30303  
 

 
 
 
 

Daily HIV/AIDS Report 

 Georgia House Approves Bill That Would Require Doct ors To Offer 
Pregnant Women HIV Tests [Mar 21, 2007]  

      The Georgia House on Monday voted 140-14 to approve a bill (HB 429) that would require 
doctors in the state to offer pregnant women HIV tests, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reports 
(Redmon, Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 3/19). The bill, sponsored by Rep. Sharon Cooper (R), 
also would require doctors to refer HIV-positive pregnant women to counseling and treatment 
services. Women would be able to opt out of the test, but their refusals would be included in 
their medical records. Almost one-quarter of pregnant women in Georgia are not tested for HIV 
because their physicians do not think they are at high risk of transmission, according to Cooper. 
She added that between 20 and 30 infants annually are born HIV-positive in the state, 
according to statistics from the Department of Human Resources Division of Public Health. 
Treatment costs about $600,000 per infant, according to the public health division. Several 
physician groups -- including the Georgia chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics and 
the Georgia Obstetrical & Gynecological Society -- have voiced their support for the bill (Kaiser 
Daily HIV/AIDS Report, 2/26). The bill now goes to the Senate for consideration (Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, 3/19).  

�

 

"Preventing HIV/AIDS among Men Who Have Sex with Me n: Challenges and 
Innovations," CDC Satellite Broadcast  
May 17, 2007 
1:00 – 3:00 p.m. EDT.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (Technical Information and 
Communications Branch Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention) and the Public Health Training Network 
will present a satellite broadcast and webcast entitled, "Preventing HIV/AIDS among Men Who 
Have Sex with Men: Challenges and Innovations," on May 17, 2007, beginning at 1 p.m. EDT. The 
2-hour broadcast will highlight relevant research and related programs in the United States. A 
panel will answer viewer questions, which can be sent via fax during the broadcast or by email 
during and after the broadcast.  http://www2.cdc.gov/phtn/ 
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