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Black Gay Pride a success!  

 

    

 

                       
 
Once again ITLA pulled off a successful 2007 Black Gay Pride  event.  Over 40,000 
men & women attended Pride this year. The event kicked off with a Candle Light Vigil at 
the First Metropolitan Community Church, in honor of Tony Childs and Lawrence “L” 
Warren.  A health expo, variety of workshops and social gatherings were held at the host 
hotel, Atlanta Sheraton. There was a Stand up and Represent March  that started at the 
King’s Center and ended at the Georgia State Capital building.  
 
Someone Cares is praying that our guest have a safe and blessed trip to their respective 
destinations. Thanks again family for visiting our great city and we will see you in 2008!   
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S1C September Calendar  

September  9, 23 – Evening Chat 
(MSM PLWA support group)- 
Sundays at 6:30pm 

September  - Club, street, park 
outreach done on weekends 

September  –  Daily HIV testing 
10am – 4pm 

September  3, 10, 17, 24 – HIV 
State of Emergency meeting 6pm 
ASP 

September    – PLWA workshop 
Edgewood House 

September   – PLWA workshop 
Jerusalem House 

September  22 – Loudermilk 
Building – AAMSM Health Summit 

Aug 29 - Sept  3  –Black Gay Pride 

September 1 – S1C host workshop 
at Black Gay Pride – 1:30pm at host 
hotel (Who Likes It RAW!) 

Please check ITLA’s schedule of 
events 

 

 

 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FDA OKs pill for drug -resistant AIDS patients  
 

Instead of attacking the deadly virus, the treatmen t defends human immune cells.  
By Jia-Rui Chong, Times Staff Writer 

August 7, 2007 

Providing a new alternative to AIDS patients who have developed resistance to multiple drugs, the Food and 
Drug Administration on Monday approved the first-ever pill that works by defending human immune cells 

instead of attacking the deadly virus. 
 

The drug, which will be sold in the United States under the trade name Selzentry, prevents the AIDS virus from 
entering immune cells by clogging up a cell receptor known as CCR5. All previous drugs have targeted parts of 

the virus. The last new class of drugs was approved by the FDA in 2003. 
 

Drug-maker Pfizer Inc. plans to make Selzentry commercially available in September at a wholesale cost of 
$29 per day. Patients with limited treatment options have been able to apply for the pill through an expanded 

access program since the end of last year. 
 

The FDA reviewed data on more than 600 patients that showed Selzentry, whose generic name is maraviroc, 
was effective when used in combination with other AIDS drugs. About 45% of the patients who took Selzentry 
as part of their regimen saw the amount of HIV in their blood drop to undetectable levels after 24 weeks. About 

23% of those who added a placebo to their regimen saw a similar decline. 
 

The agency delayed approval of the drug for about two months because of concerns about liver toxicity, said 
Dr. Debra B. Birnkrant, who directs the FDA's antiviral products division. 

 
In June, the FDA received a report of a woman who had high levels of a liver enzyme that might have been 

due to Selzentry, she said. 
 

A similar drug made by GlaxoSmithKline, called aplaviroc, also was linked to severe liver toxicity. Trials for that 
drug were halted in 2005. 

 
The FDA re-reviewed the data and approved Pfizer's drug on the condition that the label include a black-box 
warning, the strongest possible advisory. Selzentry also will carry a warning about an increased risk of heart 

attack. 
 

"I think the benefits of the drug clearly outweigh the risks," Birnkrant said. 
 

To check on the drug's long-term effects, the agency will obtain data on patients for at least five years, she 
said. 

 
Dr. Helmut Albrecht, who oversees the infectious diseases division at the University of South Carolina and was 

not involved in the drug's clinical trials, said he was "cautiously optimistic" about Selzentry. 
 

Because the CCR5 site is known to be involved in tumor surveillance and other immune functions, researchers 
need to keep a close watch for new cases of cancer or other medical problems, said Albrecht, who was 

involved in an aplaviroc trial. 
 

"It's so completely new that it is sort of difficult to see how well this is going to do over time," Albrecht said. 
 

The FDA accelerated the approval process for Selzentry because it saw a pressing need for patients infected 
with drug-resistant forms of HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. These patients may use the drug if they have the 

kind of HIV that uses the CCR5 site to help it enter a cell. 
 

About 50% to 60% of patients with resistant viruses are infected with ones that use the CCR5 site. HIV also 
can target other cell receptors to gain entry. 

 
The only test for HIV receptor targets is made by Monogram Biosciences of South San Francisco. It was made 

available to the public Monday and will probably cost about $1,700, said Monogram Chief Financial Officer 
Alfred G. Merriweather. 

 
A limited group of patients might be appropriate for Selzentry at the moment, said Dr. Malcolm D. John, who 

directs an HIV clinic at UC San Francisco and was not involved in the study. Patients who are controlling their 
virus with other regimens should probably stay on those drugs, he said. 

 
He estimated that about 10 to 15% of his patients would be good candidates. 

 
"I'm not going to be rushing to use it, but if I have the right patient, I'll use it," John said. 

 
The approval of Selzentry comes amid a renaissance in the development of AIDS treatments. Promising 

results on another new class of drugs called integrase inhibitors were announced this year. 
 

 For your Holiday Meals 
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Volunteers Needed  
S1C welcome all volunteers. We 
encourage you to volunteer with 
S1c which will give you an insight 
into how we serve the community 
here in Metro Atlanta. Your in-kind 
service help us keep the doors 
open. 

 

 

Our Mission  
Our mission is to empower the 
African American and Latino MSM 
community, through HIV education 
and prevention methods, assisting 
them to take control of their lives in 
making sound sexual decisions. To 
broaden people living with AIDS 
knowledge base to help them make 
conscientious choices about 
available health care options, and 
enhance their skills to live a  
healthy and fulfilling life. 

 

 

Please Donate  
S1C is able to carry out our vital 
mission through your generous 
financial contributions. We are a 
501  
(c ) 3 agency. Your donations are 
tax deductible.  Please give to help 
us, help others that are in need. 
Thank you. 
 

Contact Us  
Someone Cares, Inc. of Atlanta 

P.O. Box 881 

Smyrna, GA 30081-9998 

Office: 770-226-0075 

Fax: 770-226-0075 

someonecaresatl@aol.com 

www.someonecaresatl.org 

 

 

Someone Cares, The question 
now is, Do you? 

 

New Client Advocacy Group  

“YOU COUNT!” 

Use your VOICE, It makes a 
difference. 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Health & Education  | Abstinence -Only Sex Education Programs Not 
Effective at Preventing Spread of HIV in High-Incom e Countries,  Study Says 

      Abstinence-only sex education programs are not effective at reducing the risk of HIV 
transmission in developed countries, according to a study published in the Aug. 4 issue 
of the British Medical Journal, the New York Times reports (Bakalar, New York Times, 
8/14). 
 
For the study, Kristen Underhill, a research officer at the University of Oxford, and 
colleagues searched 30 electronic databases that included information from January 
1980 to February 2007. The search identified 13 abstinence-only education trials 
involving about 15,940 young people in the U.S. The programs aimed to prevent only 
HIV or both pregnancy and HIV. The trials assessed self-reported biological outcomes, 
such as HIV incidence and sexually transmitted infections. They also assessed self-
reported behavioral outcomes, including the incidence or frequency of unprotected 
vaginal, anal or oral sex; incidence or frequency of any vaginal, anal or oral sex; number 
of partners; condom use; and sexual initiation (Underhill et al., BMJ, 8/4). Most of the 
programs were based in schools and directed at children in grades five through eight. 
One program targeted adults ages 18 to 21. There were various control groups, 
including those in modified programs and, in some cases, no programs at all, the Times 
reports.  

Findings  
The study found that abstinence-only programs had no significant effect in either 
decreasing or increasing risky behavior when compared with the control groups, the 
Times reports. Seven of the trials tracked STIs and found no significant short- or long-
term benefit to abstinence-only sex education programs. None of the programs made 
any significant difference in preventing pregnancy, reducing unprotected sex or delaying 
sexual initiation, according to the study (New York Times, 8/14).  

Conclusions  
"Should the funding of abstinence-only interventions continue at its current levels, 
policymakers and practitioners might consider allocating more resources to 
methodologically rigorous evaluations with outcomes that directly indicate HIV risk," the 
authors wrote. The researchers also said that ongoing school-based and community-
based trials will "help remedy some gaps in knowledge" about HIV prevention and that 
"additional trials may be necessary, particularly to assess interventions run by faith-
based organizations" (BMJ, 8/4). Underhill said, "We hope our review encourages a 
closer look at the empirical research regarding HIV prevention programs," adding, "It 
appears that this evidence base is frequently neglected in debates over abstinence-
based prevention" (New York Times, 8/14). 

 

 08/22/07 Today marks the second anniversary of the unsolved 
murder and transition of our beloved HAROLD DEAN PHILPOT ! In remembrance of 
our friend and brother; today please take a moment of silence in his honor.  

Patrick Kelley 
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August  Donor’s Corner  
$500-$1000 Level  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LATINO COMMISSION ON AIDS... meeting health challen ges in the Latino Community  
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Dear Colleagues, 
The below sign on letter is in support of the HIV E mergency Local Partnership Act of 2007 
[H.R. 2736]. By signing on to this letter you will be showing your support to Congress 
Members Nydia Velazquez, Hilda Solis, Jose Serrano an d Luis Fortuño.
letter to the House of Representatives leadership a nd the legislation’s sponsors.
 
HIV Emergency Local Partnership Act of 2007 [H.R. 2736] is an important piece of le
provides comprehensive services to minority residents across the nation, who disproportionately 
suffer from this epidemic. It is needed because it a
infection across the nation by creating an additiona
provide comprehensive services to minority populations. It also addresses the current Medicaid 
funding restrictions in Puerto Rico that impairs its ability to provide the health care servi
patients need to survive. Puerto Rico has the seco
funding deficiency forces the Puerto Rican govern
when it cannot meet the growing needs of the pop
of 2007 lifts these restrictions, allowing the federal
By signing on to this letter you will be showing you
Local Partnership of 2007 [H.R. 2736].  

 

Join the C2EA Caravan to Alabama today!  

Six caravans originating from Dallas and Houston (TX), Little Rock (AR), Nashville (TN), Miami 
(FL), and DC will be travelling to Mobile, Alabama to participate in our HIV positive Family 
Reunion and Swim-in  on September 3, 2007 . The swim-in will be a celebration in the face of 
stigma, descrimination, and fear due to HIV/AIDS. By participating in the Family Reunion, we also 
plan to kill with kindness and courage the homophobia and racism that can fuel the ignorance For 
more info: Larry Bryant, bryant2@housingwork s.org  (202)408-0305 

 

Georgia Community Planning Group  

 

    

          

Georgia Community Planning Group met on August 28 th at the Double Tree Club 
Hotel in Atlanta. Representatives from various AIDS  service organizations met to 
give guidance to the state in processing policies t hat directly affect communities 
statewide.  
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Key Snapshot of the U.S. 
HIV/AIDS Epidemic Today   
40,000 new infections each year. 
1,200,000 people live with HIV, 
400,000 with AIDS.  25% of people 
infected with HIV do not know it. 
(Source: HIV/AIDS Policy Fact 
Sheet, November 2006) If you don't 
like something, change it; if you 
can't change it, change the way you 
think about it. 
Mary Engelbreit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Executive Director - Dekalb Prevention Alliance, Inc.  

 

 

        B. Thurya Wingate  

 

 

Volunteer of the month  

     
     Anthony Chinnis  

 

 

             S1C is now administering HIV testing with OraQuick Advance . This has allowed 
us to conduct HIV testing during community, street and club outreach. Our in-house 
testing days are on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays. Cobb Community testing site: 
Turner Chapel Church  - 492 North Marietta Parkway, Marietta, GA 30060        

10am – 4pm 

                                                    

Volunteer of the month is Anthony Chinnis. Anthony is a naive of 
Charleston, SC, and has lived in Atlanta since 1995. He is an ex-
military man and a member of Men in Motion. Anthony serves in the 
position of Outreach Worker for S1C.  He comes to us with a wealth 
of knowledge on HIV/AIDS and is always willing to share. Thank you 
Anthony for your support in ensuring our mission is accomplished.   

B. Thur ya Wingate  is no stranger to the Atlanta area. She 
represents a true Nubian Queen and has wisdom of a woman far 
beyond her years. Thurya is the Executive Director of Dekalb 
Prevention Alliance, Inc. Located in Decatur, Georgia. Thurya has 
over 20 years of experience in the HIV/AIDS field. She has 
received several distinguished awards for her dedicated and 
unselfish service to the Atlanta metropolitan community. She is a 
former employee of Morehouse School of Medicine, and the State 
Division of Public Health. Thurya served as a volunteer at DPA and 
was later asked to serve as ED.  After deliberating on her next 
move in life, she accepted the position of Executive Director in 
1994. Thurya has effectively enhanced the day to day 
programmatic of the agency and she truly believes in collaborations 
between other agencies.   
 
Thurya is not only a good friend, but serves as a mentor to me. She 
has offered her facility and own personal time to S1C, helping us 
out of very tuff times and we thank her and DPA for being a much 
valued partner.  
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          U.Q.H.H.C.         

 

 
Unique Quality Home Health 

Care, Inc. 
 

“Caring for your love ones with 
the respect and  dignity they 

deserve.”  
 

P.O. Box 191493 
Atlanta, GA 31119 

Office: 404-822-9396 
Email: jon51069@aol.com 
Website: www.uqhhc.com 
Contact: Jonathan English  

 

Evolve!  with Trevor 2007  
September 27, 2007 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Park Tavern, Piedmont Park  

HOST LEVELS 
GIFTS OF LIFE 

LOVE 
$2,500 

8 VIP tickets, host listing, full page add in progr am  

PEACE 
$1,000 

6 VIP tickets, host listing, 1/2 page add in progra m 

CELEBRATION 
$750 

4 VIP tickets, host listing, 1/4 page ad in program  

IMAGINATION 
$500 

2 VIP tickets, host listing  

LAUGHTER 
$250 

2 tickets to event, host listing  

ACCEPTANCE 
$100 

1 ticket to event, host listing  

$50 minimum requested donation.  Open bar for 21+.  

All donations will be accepted and processed throug h YouthPride.  
Proceeds are divided evenly between The Trevor Proj ect and YouthPride. 

 
  

� �

�������� �
S1C / Fulton County Department of Health and Wellne ss dinner at the Taurus Restaurant. 
Sponsored by GlaxoSmithKline and Dr. Nya Wills MD w as guest speaker. 
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Hepatitis B Virus and HIV Coinfection: Results of a  Survey 
on Treatment Practices and Recommendations for Ther apy  
As new therapies have become available that can treat both hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection and 
HIV infection, various consensus panels have updated or published new treatment guidelines for 
HIV-HBV coinfected patients. The inconsistencies among the different sets of guidelines and the 
increasing use of tenofovir (Viread) off-label for the treatment of HBV infection is a reflection of the 
complexities involved in treating such individuals.  
 
There are few data evaluating the use of the various sets of guidelines by practicing clinicians. To 
address this important issue, Dr. Paul Gaglio and colleagues of the Terry Beirn Community 
Programs for Clinical Research on AIDS (CPCRA) Hepatitis Working Group conducted a survey 
on how clinicians "in the real world" are managing HIV-HBV coinfected patients. 
 
The survey was sent to providers in CPCRA network, a federally funded, national network of 
community-based clinical treatment centers. These sites are comprised of geographically diverse 
facilities that include community clinics, academic and federal hospital outpatient practices, and 
the offices of private physicians. Full Article  

 

                                                
 

Hepatitis B Virus Image                                HIV 3-D Image      
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Georgia Medical Monitoring  Project  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                         

 
The Georgia Medical Monitoring Project (GA MMP) is a new study of HIV/AIDS care that is being done by the 
Georgia Division of Public Health.  Georgia is one of 26 states and cities across the nation taking part in MMP, 
which is supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  GA MMP staff will conduct face-
to-face interviews and medical record abstraction with randomly chosen people living with HIV across Georgia. 

 
EMORY ����������������������������������������������������������������	�
������
���������	�
������
���������	�
������
���������	�
������
�� ���
HIV vaccine research volunteers make it happen.   
Be part of it.  
����	��
���������������������	��������
�������	���� ����
���������������������	
����
����� �����
������!"#���������
�$�����%�������&�#�� ����������	�
������!"������������
�����������������	�������� ���
�
�����
��
����
��
��
��
��
������
���
�������� �
�������
��

����
����
���
��
���������
��
���
�����
���
������� 


�
����
��
��
����
���
 
������
!����
����
���
�
��� 
��
��
�
"�

!���
��
�����
��

���������������
�#$
��������
�
%����
!���
��
���!�
 �
����
�������
�
"�

!���
�������
&'(
���

����
���
������
���
�����
�����
���
&)'(

���
���
� �
��
�����
�������
������
������
����
��
��

��
�����
����
����
��
*��
+��,
+
������
��
���
���� 
������
��
���
�����
$������
������	

-(.
��
���
/�����	
*����
�	
0������
.((.(

Please join us at the Hope Clinic.  
877.424.HOPE (4673) 
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HealthStat Rx  is owned and operated by 3 homecare professionals whose families suffer from 
chronic health conditions. HealthStat Rx  has developed a unique medication management progr am to 
specifically benefit the patient with a chronic con dition in the home.  

 

 
HealthStat Rx’s  HIV Management Program includes: 
 
Custom Bubble Packing of HIV and Non HIV medication  
Home Delivery 
Personal Care Coordinators 
Monthly Patient Follow Up 
Refill Requests and Prior Authorizations 
24 hour service 
All at no additional cost to the patient! 
 
  Our goal is to be an extension of the physician’s  practice, working together to meet the total 
healthcare needs of the HIV– infected patient. HealthStat Rx’s  proven disease management pharmacy 
program results in increased medication compliance and improved quality of life. 
 

For more information call: 1-866-437-8040 ext. 230 or local: 770-437-8040 ext. 230 
1270 Winchester Pkwy � Ste. 100 

Smyrna, GA 30080 
www.healthstatrx.com 
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AIDS Survival Project  

Proudly presents  

What’s New In Atlanta Clinical Trials?  

A Treatment & Prevention Forum, designed to educate  the public about the latest 
clinical trials in our community.  Learn the latest  research on anti HIV Medications, 
HIV Vaccine development, Microbicides, and the “Wha t’s the T” study.  

Moderator:   

�  Ericka Patrick, RN   

Presenters:   

�  Dr. Jeff Lennox 
Emory University HIV/AIDS Clinical Trial Unit  

�  Dr. Mark Mulligan & Dazon Dixon 
Hope Clinic of the Emory Vaccine Center& SisterLove, 
Inc.  

�  Duncan Teague & Deede Kaufman 
AIDS Research Consortium of Atlanta (ARCA)  

Held at:   

AIDS Survival Project  

139 Ralph McGill Boulevard  

Atlanta, Georgia,  30308  

On:   

Thursday, September 27, 2007  

5:30PM – 8:30PM 

Dinner will be provided.  This forum is free but pr e-registration is required .  Please 
RSVP by calling 404-874-7926.  Space is limited.  
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