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Welcome to 2008! Straight from the editors desk!

Dear Friends:

2007 was a banner year for the R.E.A.C.H. and Someone Cares, Inc. (S1C) Reaching, Educating,
Assisting, in Community, Health, continues to be the focal point and our mission. The R.E.A.C.H.
would like to extend New Years greetings to one and all, and thank all the local AIDS Service
Organizations / Community Based Organizations, Atlanta Metropolitan Public Health Departments,
Turner Chapel Church, Jerusalem House, Edgewood House, Traveler's Aid, Common Ground,
and pharmaceutical companies for their continued support and dedicated services rendered to the
community at large and S1C.

In our efforts to reach the African American & Latino communities in 2007, S1C has reached over
3,000 people in conducted HIV counseling & testing, support groups, in house programs,
community educational work shops, and health fairs! The R.E.A.C.H. and S1C knows that this
year 2008 will be great! Our objective is to continue to render quality, informative, innovative, and
friendly services to the surrounding Atlanta Metropolitan community! Reminding all that these
goals cannot be accomplished without you! We continue to challenge all reading this to dedicate
their valuable time, energies, and efforts to make great things happen as we reach out to all
demographics of the population in AIDS awareness, education and other vital health issues.
Unification and collaboration can make it happen Metro Atlanta! | look forward to working with any

and all to make 2008 Great!

Editor / CEO




S1C January Calendar

January 6,13,20, 27 — Evening Chat
(MSM PLWA support group) -
Sundays at 6:30pm

January - Club, street, park
outreach done on weekends

January — Daily HIV testing 10am —
4pm

January7, 14, 21, 28 — HIV State of
Emergency meeting 6pm ASP

January 12 — Volunteer meeting
1lam

January — PLWA workshops
Edgewood House

January — PLWA workshops
Jerusalem House

January — PLWA workshops
Common Ground

January 27 — HIV testing at
Tabernacle Church 1 pm

January 30 — PLWA workshops
Travelers Aid

Please call office for monthly
updates — 770-226-0075

For your Holiday Meals

NAESM will host its fourth annual National African American MSM Leadership
Conference on HIV/AIDS from January 24 — 27, 2008 in Oakland, California.

The conference’s theme is, “Breaking barriers. Moving forward.” Attendees and
supporters are encouraged to take on a leadership role, and using this stance to
eliminate barriers and move forward with new and improved HIV prevention, and care
strategies that ultimately strengthen the African American men who have sex with men

(MSM) community.

This conference is unique in that it is the only one of its kind in the nation that
specifically focuses on African American MSM and HIV/AIDS. In the United States,
African Americans continue to be disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS in spite of only
representing 12% of the total population (CDC). More alarming, in a five city study
conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 46% of the individuals

who tested positive for HIV were African American MSM.

The conference will feature various workshops including Prevention Care
Strategies, Black Gay Men’s Research, Community Planning, Board Development and
Youth and Young Adults

“It is time that America take this issue seriously, and do its part cohesively to
effectively rid communities of HIV/AIDS,” said Rudolph H. Carn, CEO of NAESM. “Every
day, young people are dying of a preventable disease; the world is losing its most

precious resources.”

Carn further states, “Through this forum, we can provide effective and
comprehensive tools that will enable Black Gay Men and the rest of our communities to
be empowered strategically to do their part in HIV/AIDS prevention and elimination
efforts.” One guest speaker at the 2008 conference will be Dr. Kevin Fenton, Director,
National Center for HIV, STD and TB Prevention.

To learn more about the conference, visit us at www.naesmonline.org, or call
us at 404.691.8880.




Volunteers Needed

S1C welcome all volunteers. We
encourage you to volunteer with Volunteer of the month
S1c which will give you an insight
into how we serve the community
here in Metro Atlanta. Your in-kind
service help us keep the doors
open.

Ester Browne -Butler is our newest member
to the team. Ester has shown to be a great
team player. Welcome aboard Ester!

Our Mission
Our mission is to empower the
African American and Latino MSM
community, through HIV education
and prevention methods, assisting
them to take control of their lives in
making sound sexual decisions. To
broaden people living with AIDS
knowledge base to help them make
conscientious choices about

PSR SeempseEll One of our own in Africa — Patrick Kelly of NAESM

enhance their skills to live a

healthy and fulfilling life.

Wishing you a beautiful
holiday season and A
New Year of Peace and
Happiness!

S1C is able to carry out our vital
mission through your generous
financial contributions. We are a
501

(c) 3 agency. Your donations are
tax deductible. Please give to help
us, help others that are in need.
Thank you.

Feeding The Hungry in
Soweto, South Africa!
12/02/2000

Contact Us
Someone Cares, Inc. of Atlanta
P.O. Box 881
Smyrna, GA 30081-9998
Office: 770-226-0075

Fax: 770-226-0075 P Send an e-card | pfaxom

Much Love....Patrick

Credit: User Uploaded

someonecaresatl@aol.com

Www.someonecaresatl.org

World AIDS Day Event

Someone Cares, The question now
is, Do you?

New Client Advocacy Group
“YOU COUNT!”

Use your VOICE, It makes a
difference.

Kourtland Garmon, Ester Browne-Butler, Tarrance Ma___lone, Roderick Tate, Ronnie Bass

Special thanks to Turner Chapel Church, Cobb public Health Department and the staff of S1C for a great event
held on World AIDS Day.
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Graduation is over!

November's
Donor Corner
$1000-$5000 Level

Hello Friends:

It's all over! Thank you, to those who attended my graduation and those who wanted and
could not make it. I can not express how grateful | am for the love and support | received
on this journey that is lead by God. Pray my strength as | embark on yet another
challenge (PhD). My purpose is only to serve God’s people.

Thank you,

Ronnie E. Bass

Voter Guide for 2008 Presidential Election

GMHC recently unveiled a 94-page voter
education guide summarizing the positions of
all the major Democratic and Republican
candidates in the 2008 race for the White
House, with a primary focus on issues related
to fighting HIV.

The report summarizes each candidate's
views on issues such as comprehensive sex
education, the Early Treatment for HIV Act,
prison HIV prevention programs, syringe
exchange programs and funding for the Ryan

Whlt_e CARE Act in addition to several other
key issues.

You can download the report at AIDSVote.org Or
you can access a condensed, 4-page version
at gmhc.org.

For more information about voter registration requirements or to learn
about absentee voting, visit www.EsLaHora.com - a project of the Georgia
Latino Vote campaign.
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Key Snapshot of the U.S.
HIV/AIDS Epidemic Today

40,000 new infections each year.
1,200,000 people live with HIV,
400,000 with AIDS. 25% of people
infected with HIV do not know it.
(Source: HIV/AIDS Policy Fact
Sheet, November 2006) If you don't
like something, change it; if you
can't change it, change the way you
think about it.

Mary Engelbreit

Medical News

Guidelines for the Use of Antiretroviral Agents in HIV-1-Infected Adults and Adolescents update

What's New in the Document?

The following changes have been made to several sections of the October 10, 2006 version of the
guidelines.

Additional revisions to other sections of these guidelines will be released in 2008.

Laboratory Assessment

« Drug Resistance Testing — The Panel recommends performing genotypic drug resistance testing
for all

treatment-naive patients entering into clinical care, regardless of whether antiretroviral therapy is
to be

initiated (Alll). This recommendation is based on the fact that transmitted resistance mutation may
be

detected at a time point more proximal to the time of infection than later. Repeat testing may be
considered

at the time when therapy is to be initiated (CIII).

 Tropism Assay — The Panel recommends tropism testing prior to the initiation of a CCR5
antagonist, such

as maraviroc (All). Coreceptor tropism testing might also be considered for patients exhibiting
virologic

failure on maraviroc (or any CCRS inhibitor) (BllI).

* HLA-B*5701 Testing — The Panel recommends HLA-B*5701 testing prior to initiating abacavir
therapy to

reduce the risk of hypersensitivity reaction (Al). HLA-B*5701-positive patients should not be
prescribed

abacavir (Al), and the positive status should be recorded as an abacavir allergy in the patient’s
medical

record (All). When HLA-B*5701 screening is not readily available, it remains reasonable to initiate
abacavir with appropriate clinical counseling and monitoring for any signs of abacavir-associated
hypersensitivity reaction (CIII).

When to Start Antiretroviral Therapy

1. The Panel recommends that antiretroviral therapy should be initiated in patients with history of
an AlDSdefining

illness or with a CD4 T-cell count <350 cells/mm3; the data supporting this recommendation are
stronger for those with a CD4 T-cell count <200 cells/mm3 and with a history of AIDS (Al) than for
those

with CD4 T-cell counts between 200 and 350 cells/rmm3 (All).

2. The Panel also recommends treatment for the following groups regardless of CD4 T-cell count:
1. pregnant patients (Al);

2. patients with HIV-associated nephropathy (Al);

3. patients coinfected with hepatitis B when treatment for hepatitis B virus is indicated (BllI).

3. The optimal time to initiate therapy in asymptomatic patients with CD4 T-cell count >350
cells/mm3 is not

well defined. The decision of whether or not to start therapy in these patients should take into
account the

potential benefits and risks associated with therapy, comorbidities, and patient readiness and
willingness to

adhere to long-term treatment.

Management of Treatment-Experienced Patients

This section was revised to include (1) a review of the newer classes of antiretroviral agents
(CCR5 antagonists

and integrase inhibitors) and their roles in the management of treatment-experienced patients with
virologic

failure and (2) a discussion of immunologic failure.

Tables Update

Various tables have been updated to reflect new recommendations and new information on
specific

antiretroviral drugs.




Unique Quality Home Health
Care, Inc.

“Caring for your love ones with
the respect and dignity they
deserve.”

P.O. Box 191493
Atlanta, GA 31119
Office: 404-822-9396
Email: jon51069@aol.com
Website: www.ughhc.com
Contact: Jonathan English

HCV Coinfection Is Linked to Diabetes in HIV Positi  ve
Patients without Other Risk Factors

Past research has shown an association between hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection and
metabolic complications including type 2 diabetes mellitus, but the link has been less
extensively studied in people with HIV-HCV coinfection.

As reported in the November 2007 issue of HIV Medicine, researchers evaluated the
effect of HCV on the risk of diabetes in HIV positive patients, in relation to traditional
diabetes risk factors such as age, body mass index (BMI), and family history.

This retrospective, cross-sectional study included 1529 HIV positive outpatients. An
adjusted multivariate logistic regression was performed to assess the effect of HCV
seropositivity on diabetes risk, stratified by low and high propensity for diabetes based
on the traditional risk factors.

Drug Holidays Dangerous for Treatment-Experienced

For HIV-positive people with few remaining treatment options and compromised immune
systems, remaining on an antiretroviral regimen that is no longer keeping viral load
undetectable continues to protect against new AlDS-related illnesses, according to a
study published in the January 15 issue of Clinical Infectious Diseases. The new data
confirm the results of earlier studies suggesting that the benefit of remaining on a failing
treatment regimen is greater than the benefit of temporarily stopping treatment to
prevent worsening drug resistance.

Some health care providers temporarily stop antiretroviral therapy in their patients with
multiple-drug-resistant HIV, to guard against the accumulation of additional drug-
resistance mutations until new treatment options come along. To address the safety of
this strategy, Isabelle Kousignian, MD, of the Institut National de la Santé et de la
Recherche Médicale (INSERM) in Paris, and her colleagues compared HIV-positive
people who stopped treatment for at least three months to people who remained on a
failing drug regimen and those who remained on a regimen that was still working. The
medical records of 12,764 patients with CD4 counts below 200 cells were included in the
comparison.

Kousignian's team found that people who took a drug holiday had a 28 percent greater
chance of developing a new AlDS-related illness than people who remained on a failing
treatment regimen. Though the team was unable to determine whether people who
stayed on a failing regimen had a greater risk of developing new drug resistance, they
concluded that it is safer for a person on a failing regimen—and who can’t construct a
new regimen—to remain on the failing regimen rather than interrupting treatment.

Nonoxynol 9 Does Not Prevent HIV, FDA Warns

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a today requiring makers of over-the-counter
spermicidal products and vaginal contraceptives containing nonoxynol 9 (N9) to warn consumers that the
products do not prevent transmission of HIV or other sexually transmitted diseases (fda.gov, 12/18).

In a press release, the FDA states that the only guaranteed forms of protection from STD transmission are
abstinence, being in a monogamous relationship with a person who has been tested and does not have STDs,
or to use condoms correctly.

In addition, the FDA warns that products containing nonoxynol 9 may cause irritation in the vagina and rectum,
which increases the risk of HIV transmission if one of the partners is infected.

The new rule, which is currently being finalized, would also require N9 product labels to warn consumers that
the product is for vaginal use only, and is not recommended for use during anal sex.
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Deaths

Gay Journalist Thomas Morgan Dies

Thomas Morgan lll, 56, a former reporter and editor at The New York Times, died Monday of AIDS
complications.

According to an obituary in the Times, Morgan's accomplishments were great: He served as the first openly
gay president of the National Association of Black Journalists from 1989 to 1991, received a Nieman
Fellowship at Harvard University in 1990, and was inducted into the hall of fame of the National Lesbian and
Gay Journalists Association in 2005.

During his tenure as president of NABJ, the organization instituted the Ethel Payne fellowship (allowing
members to travel to Africa to pursue stories) and augmented its mentorship and training programs. Morgan
came under criticism, however, when during a strike at the New York Daily News he agreed to share the
organization's membership list as a possible source of replacement reporters. NABJ ultimately did not share
the list.

In 2005, Morgan helped the association establish a lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender task force.

Born in St. Louis on May 17, 1951, Morgan received a journalism degree from the University of Missouri in
1973. After serving as an officer in the Air Force, Morgan worked for The Miami Herald and The Washington
Post. He took a post as assistant editor and then reporter at The New York Times in 1983. After his retirement
in 1994, Morgan dedicated his time to AIDS advocacy.

He leaves behind his partner of 23 years, Tom Ciano, and three brothers, David, Marcus, and Kevin. (The
Advocate)

EVENTS

The 2008 Atlanta Bayard Rustin/Audre Lorde Communit vy Breakfast

Come break bread, talk freedom and enjoy fellowship with us at the 2008 Atlanta Bayard Rustin-Audre Lorde
Community Breakfast on Monday, January 21 at 9am! The seventh annual event has a new name, a new
home and a fiscal sponsor. Lorde’s name has been added to honor the legendary Black lesbian feminist
writer/activist and highlight the significance of Black women'’s leadership in human rights movements. Atlanta
First United Methodist Church at 360 Peachtree St (off Ralph McGill Blvd) will host this year’s event. For the
past four years, the “139 Center” on Ralph McGill Blvd graciously served as host. This year, the organizers
wanted a larger venue to accommodate the increased attendance. Positive Impact, will proudly serve as the

fiscal agent for this stellar event.

The program will feature a series of expert speakers who will discuss Black Igbt social change
organizing in Atlanta over the past 30 years. Participants will learn more about icons such as Rustin and Lorde
and lesser known figures who worked toward the liberation of Igbt people and people of color. Following the
breakfast we will proceed to the Martin Luther King Jr March and gather at the line-up site on Peachtree and
Ellis streets at 12:45pm. The MLK March kicks off at 1pm.
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L atin American Association Hosted 2 "™ Hispanic Network
Health Resources - A Great Success!

On December 7", the Latin American Association hosted fifty organizations serving the
Hispanic/Latino community in Metro-Atlanta. The organizations were area nonprofits,
community programs, government agencies, and health providers. Hundreds attended
the event and S1C was on hand to show our support. The event was a great success!

Please Save this date!

Dear Colleagues,

You are invited to attend a working meeting of the Community and Faith Based

Community of Practice on February 1, from 10 am to 2 pm at the CDC NPIN Media
Room, 9 Corporate Blvd. Suite 100, Atlanta 30329. Lunch will be provided and parking
is free.

This meeting will address the priority issues identified in the last meeting on 9/25/07.
Below please find the prioritized issues. If you were not at the 9/25/07 meeting, please
take this opportunity to join our work on these very important issues.

Rank Issues Score

1 Develop an advocacy plan 44

2 Involve and educate decision makers (elected) regarding HIV/AIDS policies and data and hold them
accountable 24

3 Improve mental health services 21
4.1 Identify HIV+ persons in community who are not in accessing services and link them. 20
4.2 Develop a more effective public funding process. 20

RSVP by January 19, 2008 to Mae Bowden, Public Heal th Planner

Tele: 404.651.7679/Fax: 404.656.4164/e-mail: mbowde n@dch.ga.gov
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