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Uniting in Atlanta  

 “I say to you today, my friends, that in spite of the difficulties and frustrations of the moment, I 
still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream. 

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 
"We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal." 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  

 

Let us continue to work together in unity to achieve the ideals, and principles of Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr.'s dream. Making the dream a reality, by keeping all things viable in our lives 

that support this great legacy which empowers us all into becoming dream makers of the 

future. Let us unite to reduce the spread of HIV and find a cure for AIDS, we must come 

together to achieve this goal!                                                   Ronnie E. Bass 

                                            

THE FIRST EVER AND HISTORICAL LATINO HISPANIC AIDS LEADERSHIP SUMMIT IN 
WASHINGTON, D.C. WAS HELD ON JANUARY 29-30, 2008.  

Our Time is Now, United We Can! 

 

For the first time in the history of this epidemic in the U.S., the impact of HIV/AIDS in Latino 
and Hispanic communities will be presented in a national scale with over 175 representatives 
from community based organizations, health departments, direct service providers, 
researchers, advocates, people living with HIV/AIDS, public health experts, and elected 
officials. Someone Cares, Inc. of Atlanta supports you! 

SS11CC  
Someone Cares 
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S1C February Calendar  

February 3,10,17,24 – Evening Chat 
(MSM PLWA support group) - 
Sundays at 6:30pm 

February - Club, street, park 
outreach done on weekends 

February –  Daily HIV testing 10am 
– 4pm  

February 4, 11,18,25  – HIV State of 
Emergency meeting 6pm ASP 

February 16 – Volunteer meeting 
11am 

February 7 – National Black 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day Event 
10am – 3pm 

February   – 13 PLWA workshop 
Edgewood House 1pm 

February 6, 13, 21  – PLWA 
workshops Jerusalem House 6pm 

February - 19 PLWA workshop 
Common Ground 11am 

February 10 – HIV testing at 
Tabernacle Church 1 pm 

February 11, 12 – CPG 

February 14 – Conduct workshop 
VOICES 9:30am Dekalb Prevention 
Alliance 

February 28 – PLWA workshops 
Travelers Aid 11am 

February 26 – Executive Directors 
dinner 6:30pm 

Please call office for monthly 
updates – 770-226-0075 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 16, 2008 

Bye-Bye, Bathhouses?  

Though the New York City health department has said that it has not determined how or if it will regulate the city’s sex 
clubs and bathhouses, a senior official at the agency said the goal is to shut them down, reports Gay City News 
(gaycitynews.com, 1/10). 
 
“They are very much looking at this from a medical model, and the medical model says shut them down,” said Joshua 
Volle, former director of community HIV prevention planning and programs, at a January 7 meeting at the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Community Center. Gay City News reports that Volle’s last day in the position 
was January 11.  
In a memo sent to Gay City News in November 2007, Dr. Thomas Farley, advisor to the city health commissioner Dr. 
Thomas R. Frieden, said that New York City is experiencing an increase in HIV and syphilis infections in men who 
have sex with men, and that the city should reevaluate its policies on bathhouses and sex clubs in order to curb the 
epidemic.  
 
Gay City News reports that Volle said he had not heard directly from Farley or Frieden about plans to shut down 
bathhouses, but that he said he’d talked to other colleagues who’d met with them.  
 
According to Sara Markt, a deputy press secretary in the health department, the city doesn’t “have any plans to change 
the policy at this point,” and that the “current position is that [the health department needs] more information.” 

 

January 14, 2008 

Latino Group to Keep HIV/AIDS Program Running  

After announcing a week earlier that it would no longer be running a program for HIV positive people in Arizona’s 
Maricopa County, the nonprofit Chicanos Por La Causa (CPLC) has said it will continue to offer its Ryan White CARE 
program through February 2009, reports The Arizona Republic (azcentral.com, 1/12). 
 
The organization had said that it was losing too much money on the program and that the federal funding it received 
was not enough to sustain HIV programming past February 2008.  
 
The decision to keep the program going came after Maricopa County Supervisor Mary Rose Wilcox and state Rep. 
Robert Meza, D-Phoenix, promised to raise about $43,000 from private donors.  
 
CPLC is one of few organizations that specialize in helping Latinos manage the disease. More than 12,000 people in 
Arizona are HIV positive, and according to the Arizona Department of Health Services, Latinos account for about 23 
percent of those cases. 
  
"It would be really remiss not to have a culturally diverse program like CPLC doing this," Wilcox said. "The program is 
so fundamentally important to our community and the culturally diverse program they offer is necessary." 

Cobb County Ryan White Title II Consortium Quarterl y Meeting  

 
 
 

 
 

 For your Holiday Meals 
On January 24, Cobb County CBO, ASO, health care agencies, and public health 
department gathered to address the growing health and funding disparities in the county. 
Larry Batchelor (chair) presided over the meeting as medical director; Africa P. Alverez-
McLeod, MD provided medical updates.  
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Volunteers Needed  

S1C welcome all volunteers. We 
encourage you to volunteer with 
S1c which will give you an insight 
into how we serve the community 
here in Metro Atlanta. Your in-kind 
service help us keep the doors 
open. 

 

 
Our Mission  

Our mission is to empower the 
African American and Latino MSM 
community, through HIV education 
and prevention methods, assisting 
them to take control of their lives in 
making sound sexual decisions. To 
broaden people living with AIDS 
knowledge base to help them make 
conscientious choices about 
available health care options, and 
enhance their skills to live a  
healthy and fulfilling life. 

 

 
Please Donate  

S1C is able to carry out our vital 
mission through your generous 
financial contributions. We are a 
501  
(c ) 3 agency. Your donations are 
tax deductible.  Please give to help 
us, help others that are in need. 
Thank you. 
 

Contact Us  

Someone Cares, Inc. of Atlanta 

P.O. Box 881 

Smyrna, GA 30081-9998 

Office: 770-226-0075 

Fax: 770-226-0075 

someonecaresatl@aol.com 

www.someonecaresatl.org 

 

 

Someone Cares, The question now 
is, Do you? 

 

New Client Advocacy Group  

“YOU COUNT!” 

Use your VOICE, It makes a 
difference. 

 

 

 

 

 

National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 
 

 
 

 
February 7, 2008 

 

February 7 is National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness and Day (NBHAAD). This annual awareness day 

was created to raise awareness among African Americans about HIV/AIDS and its devastating 

impact on African American communities. 

NBHAAD is a day to remember those infected and affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic-especially 

African Americans who are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS. Since 1981 when the first 

cases were diagnosed, AIDS has killed more than 20 million people. In addition, in the United 

States African Americans account for more than 49 percent of the more than 1 million AIDS cases 

that has been diagnosed, though they make up only 13 percent of the population. 
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S1C 
Someone Cares 
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January   
Donor Corner  

$1000-$5000 Level  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Politics  

Will Barack Obama be the next President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Voter Guide for 2008 Presidential Election  

GMHC recently unveiled a 94-page voter education guide 
summarizing the positions of all the major Democratic and 
Republican candidates in the 2008 race for the White House, with a 
primary focus on issues related to fighting HIV.  

  

The report summarizes each candidate's views on issues such as 
comprehensive sex education, the Early Treatment for HIV Act, 
prison HIV prevention programs, syringe exchange programs and 
funding for the Ryan White CARE Act in addition to several other key 
issues.   

  

You can download the report at AIDSVote.org or you can access a 
condensed, 4-page version at gmhc.org. 

  

For more information about voter registration requirements or to 
learn about absentee voting, visit www.EsLaHora.com - a project of 
the Georgia Latino Vote campaign. 
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This photo shows a strong man who, in the face of a setback, is cherishing 
a moment with the support of a strong woman who is 100% behind 
him. Together they are making history. This is the America I want to live in. 
This is what our families should be like and can be like. 
 
Barack Obama has proven to be a strong and electable candidate. He is 
educated, articulate, handsome, and has the passion to serve. But will 
America look beyond his color to elect a person that can bring about 
change? Super Tuesday is coming and if you believe in the dream of Martin 
Luther King Jr., Go vote!   
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Positive Women More Likely to Disclose to Female Fa mily Members  

A new U.S. study suggests that HIV-positive women are more likely to disclose their HIV status to 
other female family members than males, reports Aidsmap.com (aidsmap.com, 1/15). 
 
The study of 125 women, published in the December 2007 edition of AIDS Patient Care and STDs, 
found that within six months of being diagnosed with HIV, 67 percent of mothers and 62 percent of 
sisters were told, compared with 44 percent of fathers and 50 percent of brothers.  

 
The researchers also found that disclosure to family members tended to happen in the first seven years after the 
women were diagnosed with HIV, and that the likelihood of disclosure to family members was not significantly affected 
by HIV disease progression, the proximity of family members, the race of the women studied or the women’s level of 
satisfaction with their family relationships.  
 
The investigators say “interventions that are specifically targeted to women may need to be developed in order to 
address the obvious gender differences present in patterns of disclosure to family members.” 

 
 

 
Filling Gaps, while building bridges   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Someone Cares, Inc. of Atlanta is the proud recipient of the Morehouse School of Medicine, 
“Center of Excellence on Health Disparities 2008 mini grant.” The grant will assist with S1C 
HIV Peer Counseling program. For the past three years MSM has put their money where their 
mouth is, by providing S1C funding to assist in the reduction of HIV/AIDS cases reported each 
year.  Many thanks to Dr. Brenda D. Hayes and staff for their goal to close the gap in health 
disparities in the Metropolitan Atlanta community.     
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770-226-0075 

Our R.E.A.C.H. program is now, “Filling Gaps, while building bridges”, helping meet the needs 
of CBO, ASO and health departments in the Atlanta Metro area, where funding and services 

have been cut. The program assist agencies to continue to educate and test those 
communities and consumers, that service have been reduced or dropped. S1C has built a 
bridge with Common Ground to assist in educating their consumers each month. James Suber 
(Program Director) is excited and welcomes the collaboration between the two agencies.      
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Key Snapshot of the U.S. 
HIV/AIDS Epidemic Today  
40,000 new infections each year. 
1,200,000 people live with HIV, 
400,000 with AIDS.  25% of people 
infected with HIV do not know it. 
(Source: HIV/AIDS Policy Fact 
Sheet, November 2006) If you don't 
like something, change it; if you 
can't change it, change the way you 
think about it. 
Mary Engelbreit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medical News 
 

Drug-resistant staph found to be passed in gay sex  
Mon Jan 14 23:17:18 UTC 2008 

By Amanda Beck 

SAN FRANCISCO (Reuters) - A drug-resistant strain of potentially deadly bacteria has moved beyond the borders 
of U.S. hospitals and is being transmitted among gay men during sex, researchers said on Monday. 

They said methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, or MRSA, is beginning to appear outside hospitals in San 
Francisco, Boston, New York and Los Angeles. 

Sexually active gay men in San Francisco are 13 times more likely to be infected than their heterosexual neighbors, 
the researchers reported in the Annals of Internal Medicine. 

"Once this reaches the general population, it will be truly unstoppable," said Binh Diep, a researcher at the University 
of California, San Francisco who led the study. "That's why we're trying to spread the message of prevention." 

According to chemical analyses, bacteria are spreading among the gay communities of San Francisco and Boston, 
the researchers said. 

"We think that it's spread through sexual activity," Diep said. 

This superbug can cause life-threatening and disfiguring infections and can often only be treated with expensive, 
intravenous antibiotics. 

It killed about 19,000 Americans in 2005, most of them in hospitals, according to a report published in October in the 
Journal of the American Medical Association. 

About 30 percent of all people carry ordinary staph chronically. It can be passed by touching other people or by 
depositing the bacteria on surfaces or objects. 

The bacteria can cause deep-tissue infections if they enter the body through a wound in the skin. 

Of those people who carry staph, most carry it in their noses but community-based MRSA also can live in and around 
the anus and is passed between sexual partners. 

Incidence of MRSA is rising along with the resurgence of syphilis, rectal gonorrhea, and new HIV infections partly 
because of changes in beliefs about the severity of HIV and an increase in risky behaviors, such as illicit drug use and 
having sex that abrades the skin, Diep's team wrote. 

"Your likelihood of contracting each of these diseases increases with the number of sexual partners that you have," 
Diep said. "The same can probably be said for MRSA." 

Staph infections often look like raised red dots on the skin. Left untreated, the areas can swell and fill with pus. 

The best way to avoid infection is by washing the hands or genitals with soap and water, Diep said. 

(Editing by Maggie Fox and Bill Trott) 

 

UNITED STATES:   "Under 1 Percent of US Adults Have  HIV: Report"  
Reuters    (01.29.08):: Maggie Fox 

 
In a new report, CDC's National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) said its household survey shows about one-half of 

one percent of adults ages 18 to 49 are infected with HIV. 
 

This rate is stable, and the report confirms the results of other surveys showing that black men in the United States are 
far more likely than other Americans to be infected with HIV. The NCHS survey said black men ages 40-49 had the 

highest infection rate - close to 4 percent. 
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          U.Q.H.H.C.         

 

 
Unique Quality Home Health 

Care, Inc. 
 

“Caring for your love ones with 
the respect and  dignity they 

deserve.”  
 

P.O. Box 191493 
Atlanta, GA 31119 

Office: 404-822-9396 
Email: jon51069@aol.com 
Website: www.uqhhc.com 
Contact: Jonathan English 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FDA Approves Etravirin  

 

 

 
 
 
 
Tibotec’s Intelence (Etravirine, TMC125) is Approve d by FDA  
 
The FDA announced on Friday that it has granted approval to Tibotec’s Intelence (etravirine), 
the first new non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor (NNRTI) in ten years. Intelence, at 
a dose of 200 mg twice a day, has been approved specifically for treatment-experienced HIV-
positive patients with resistance to older NNRTIs (like Sustiva and Viramune) and other 
antiretrovirals. 
 
 
 

Living With HIV  
en español 
 
While learning all you can about treatments for HIV is important, it is also important to learn 
about how HIV can disrupt our lives in less obvious ways. How does it affect our mental health, 
and what can be done about this? And should we be more concerned about our nutritional 
habits?  
 
What about general attitudes towards being HIV positive? Are you accepting of your status, or 
really twisted in a knot about it? And what about disclosing your status to others – are you in 
an HIV closet? 

 

January 11, 2008 

Study Finds Possible Targets for HIV Drugs  

By DONALD G. McNEIL Jr. 

Using a new type of genetic screen, researchers at Harvard Medical School have identified 273 proteins that the AIDS 
virus needs to survive in human cells, opening up new potential targets for drugs. 

Their work, published online on Thursday by Science magazine, used RNA interference to screen thousands of 
protein-making genes; previously, scientists had identified only 36 human proteins that the virus uses to break into 
cells, hijack their machinery and start reproducing. 

“This is just terrific work,” said Dr. Robert C. Gallo, director of the Institute of Human Virology at the University of 
Maryland and a co-discoverer of the virus. “I think it’s destined to be one of the top papers in this field for the decade.”  

Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and the government’s top 
AIDS expert, called the Harvard team’s work “elegant science,” but added a caution. 

“It remains to be seen if any of these proteins they identified are useful clinically,” Dr. Fauci said. “This is hypothesis-
generating, not hypothesis-solving. It creates a lot of work — someone has to go down each of these pathways.” 

The lead author on the paper, Dr. Stephen J. Elledge, is a geneticist, and this is his first work on the human 
immunodeficiency virus, which causes AIDS. His previous work has been on cancer, Dr. Elledge said, tying to figure 

                                                                                                                                                                                More 
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HEPATITIS EDUCATION 

 
The liver is a wedge-shaped organ located under the right rib cage. It is the largest internal organ of the human body. 
Hepatitis viruses affect the liver and cause inflammation of the liver. Although the liver has over 500 functions, its main 
function is to process everything that is eaten by mouth, breathed through the lungs, and absorbed through the skin. 
The liver also helps the body fight off illnesses and diseases. Common symptoms of acute (newly acquired) viral 
hepatitis include nausea, loss of appetite, dark urine, jaundice or yellowing of the skin and/or eyeballs, fever, malaise, 
and light-colored feces. If left untreated, some hepatitis viruses can permanently damage the liver by replacing the 
normal liver with scar tissue. When this is severe, it is called cirrhosis. In some cases, hepatitis can cause liver cancer. 
 

KNOW YOUR ABCs 
 
Hepatitis A virus (HAV) is usually transmitted by eating contaminated food or drinking water. However, it can also be 
spread by sexual contact or by sharing syringes. Hepatitis A is never a lifelong illness and most people recover 
completely, although death from hepatitis A does occur.  
 
Hepatitis B virus (HBV) is transmitted through exposure to bodily fluids (blood, semen, vaginal secretions, and open 
sores). It is not spread casually (by holding hands or talking to someone). About 6% of HBV-infected adults develop 
chronic infection that can lead to severe liver damage, cirrhosis, or premature death.  
 
Hepatitis C virus (HCV) is mainly transmitted via contact with blood of an infected person. The virus can also affect the 
liver, resulting in damage, cirrhosis, or premature death. HCV is not spread by kissing, hugging, sneezing, coughing, 
food or water, sharing eating utensils or drinking glasses, or casual contact. 
 

ARE YOU AT RISK? 
 
Hepatitis A risk factors : Men who have sex with men (MSM), illicit drug use, close personal contact (household, 
sexual, child daycare) with an infected individual, travelers to countries where HAV is very common, and consumption 
of contaminated food and water. 
 
Hepatitis B risk factors : Unprotected sex, sharing injection drug equipment, household contact of an infected person, 
perinatal exposure (mother to baby), and occupational blood exposure. 
 
Hepatitis C risk factors : Injection drug use (even once years ago), blood transfusion or organ transplant before July 
1992, clotting factors before 1987, occupational blood exposure, perinatal exposure, sexual contact (very rare), and 
long-term hemodialysis patients. 
 

WHAT DOES MY HEPATITIS HAVE TO DO WITH MY HIV? 
 

All three viruses (HBV, HCV and HIV) are blood-borne and can be spread by sharing any kind of needles and other 
objects contaminated with blood. Furthermore, hepatitis B, C and HIV can be transmitted sexually and from mother to 
baby. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 50%-90% of HIV-infected injection drug 
users are also infected with hepatitis C. Approximately 25% of HIV infected individuals in the US are also infected with 
HCV and 8 to 10% are infected with HBV.  
 
Like HIV, most hepatitis-infected individuals do not experience symptoms during the early stages of infection. Hence, 
chronic infection can persist for many years. Co-infection is especially common in injection drug users (IDU) and 
people who received contaminated blood products. 
HCV is the most common co-infection in people with HIV. Because HIV diminishes the ability of the immune system to 
fight off infection, people with HIV may have faster progression of their HCV developing cirrhosis. There are also 
overlapping drug toxicities or interactions between medications used to treat HIV and those used to treat HCV. Some 
drugs used to treat HIV can be toxic to the liver, so patients have to be monitored. 

 

VACCINATION 
Hepatitis A and B 
It is recommended that people infected with hepatitis C be vaccinated against hepatitis A and B, if not already immune, 
regardless of the severity of the liver damage. Your physician can determine if you are already protected against these 
viruses with simple blood tests. 

 
So remember, GET TESTED! GET VACCINATED!  

Tina J. Benoit, MPH  
Adult Viral Hepatitis Prevention Coordinator 
Georgia Division of Public Health  
2 Peachtree Street, NW  14-264 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
404-463-0849 
tbenoit@dhr.state.ga.us 
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Deaths  

It is with great sadness that I notify you of the death of Samara Jones  who was previously the  

Youth Representative of the Planning Council . 

The funeral will be on Saturday @11am @ New Beginning Full Baptist Church,  

923 Valley Brook Road, Decatur. 

The wake will be Friday, January 18th @ Donald Trimble Mortuary, 1862 2nd Ave, Decatur from 8-9pm. 

EVENTS! 

National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day   February 7, 2008 

Turner Chapel AME Church 

10am – 3pm 

Atlanta’s Executive Directors dinner     February 26, 2008 

Taurus Restaurant 

6:30pm 

Georgia Community Planning Group     February 11 – 12, 2008 

Double Tree Hotel 

3400 Norman Drive 

Atlanta, GA 30344 

8:30am 

Community and Faith Based Community of Practice   February 1, 2008  

TAKE Project 

10am – 2pm 

Loudermilk Building  

Dekalb Prevention Alliance February 14  

A GIFT OF LOVE 

Dekalb County FFACS, 178 Sams Street 

Decatur, GA 30030 

February 14, 2009 

9am-3pm 

Free health screening 

For more Information: 404-501-0722  
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