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On December 1st every year the world comes together to commemorate World AIDS 
Day. Remembering our friends, family and Love ones that have transitioned on and that 
are living with HIV/AIDS. Please take time to educate and encourage your family and 
friends to know their HIV status and get tested. Early detection is always best. 
 
Of all racial and ethnic groups in the United States (US), HIV and AIDS have hit African 
Americans the hardest. The reasons are not directly related to race or ethnicity, but 
rather to some of the barriers faced by many African Americans. These barriers can 
include poverty (being poor), sexually transmitted infections, and stigma (negative 
attitudes, beliefs, and actions directed at people living with HIV/AIDS or directed at 
people who do things that might put them at risk for HIV). 
 
Even though African Americans account for about 13% of the US population, they 
represent about half (49%) of the people who get HIV and AIDS. From 1981 until 2005 
there were 29,180 known AIDS cases reported in the state of Georgia and 19,127 were 
African American. African Americans with AIDS often don’t live as long as people of 
other races and ethnic groups with AIDS. This is due to the barriers mentioned above. 
For African Americans and other person of color, HIV/AIDS is a leading cause of death. 
 
On December 1st Turner Chapel A.M.E. Church, Someone Cares, Inc. of Atlanta 
and Cobb & Douglas Public Health will host a World AIDS Day Observance. In our 
efforts to educate and test the Cobb County community, we are providing FREE HIV 
Counseling & Testing, guest speakers, HIV/AIDS workshops, resource center, 
refreshments and give-a-ways. Hours of event: 10am until 4pm. Come out and get 
educated & Tested! Know your status. 
 
Help us make a change in our community. 
 
 

Event is open to all! 
 

Location: 
The Cathedral at Turner Chapel 

492 North Marietta Parkway 
Marietta, GA 30080 

770-422-6791 
770-226-0075 (S1C) 

 

 

SS11CC  
Someone Cares 
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S1C December Calendar  

December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 – 
Evening Chat (MSM PLWA support 
group) - Sundays at 6:30pm 

December - Club, street, park 
outreach done on weekends 

December –  Daily HIV testing 
10am – 4pm  

December 1 – World AIDS 
Observance (Turner Chapel 
Church) 

December 2 – HIV testing at 
Tabernacle Church 1 pm 

December 3, 10, 17, 24,  – HIV 
State of Emergency meeting 6pm 
ASP 

December 2-5  - National HIV 
Prevention Conference 

December 10 – Volunteer meeting 6 
pm 

December 15 – Jerusalem House 
Christmas party 6 pm 

December   – PLWA workshops 
Edgewood House 

December  – PLWA workshops 
Jerusalem House 

December – PLWA workshops 
Common Ground 

December – PLWA workshops 
Travelers Aid 

December 4 – Educational Dinner – 
ROCHE at Soto Soto 

December 25 – Christmas  

 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitzi Wyche moves to TB Department    
 

 

We are loosing Mitzi Wyche to the TB Department at Cobb & Douglas Public Health 
Department. Mitzi has been in the HIV Prevention Department at Cobb Public Health for 
over 3 years and has volunteered with S1C for 2 years as a HIV counselor and outreach 
worker. Mitzi has been a great team player on our community outreach efforts in Cobb 
County. Mitzi we are going to miss you. Good luck on the new position. 

.  

 
Hispanic Health Coalition of Georgia, Inc. 

Admission is Free! 
www.hhcga.org 
Fifty organizations serving the 
Hispanic/Latino community 
in Metro-Atlanta: 
• Non-profit Organizations 
• Community Programs 
• Government Agencies 
• Health Providers 

2nd Hispanic Network Health Resources Fair 
Friday, December 7th, 2007 
Latin American Association 
2750 Buford Hwy. Atlanta, GA 30324 
Open to the Public 
11:00 am until 1:00 pm 
Private Session 
9:30 am to 11:00am 
 
 

Georgia Community Planning Group 

 

 

 For your Holiday Meals 

On November 19-20 the Georgia Community Planning 
Group held it’s quarterly meeting in Savannah, GA. State 
representative Dr. Kimberly Dodson presided over the 
meeting as the returning Urban co-chair Rudy Carn and 
existing Rural co-chair Mark Douglas help to build a better 
working relationship between Georgia communities and 
DHR. Certificates were given to those whose term was up 
serving on the planning group.  
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Volunteers Needed 
S1C welcome all volunteers. We 
encourage you to volunteer with 
S1c which will give you an insight 
into how we serve the community 
here in Metro Atlanta. Your in-kind 
service help us keep the doors 
open. 

 

 

Our Mission 
Our mission is to empower the 
African American and Latino MSM 
community, through HIV education 
and prevention methods, assisting 
them to take control of their lives in 
making sound sexual decisions. To 
broaden people living with AIDS 
knowledge base to help them make 
conscientious choices about 
available health care options, and 
enhance their skills to live a  
healthy and fulfilling life. 

 

 

Please Donate 
S1C is able to carry out our vital 
mission through your generous 
financial contributions. We are a 
501  
(c ) 3 agency. Your donations are 
tax deductible.  Please give to help 
us, help others that are in need. 
Thank you. 
 

Contact Us 
Someone Cares, Inc. of Atlanta 

P.O. Box 881 

Smyrna, GA 30081-9998 

Office: 770-226-0075 

Fax: 770-226-0075 

someonecaresatl@aol.com 

www.someonecaresatl.org 

 

 

Someone Cares, The question now 
is, Do you? 

 

New Client Advocacy Group 

“YOU COUNT!” 

Use your VOICE, It makes a 
difference. 

 

 

 

 

 

S1C Executive Director Graduates       

 
 

 

Hello Friends: 
It’s that time! Yes, the day has finally come to graduate. It has been a hard road to travel, 
but by the grace of GOD I made it. I want to thank all of you for your LOVE and support 
while I pursued my Master's degree in Conflict Management from Kennesaw State 
University. Unfortunately, I am unable to purchase graduation invites for all of you, so I 
hope you will accept this as a formal invitation to my Hooding ceremony on December 
13, 2007 at 10:00am. Your presence would be much appreciated, but if you can't make 
it, I would understand. Keep me in your prayers as I seek my doctorate degree from 
GSU, in Sociology, in the Fall of 2008. God is preparing me to do greater works for his 
people. Thank you again for your support and Love. Ronnie E. Bass 
 
Send gifts, cards and love to: 1522 Cumberland Glen Lane, Smyrna, GA 30080 
 
Latino Commission on AIDS and the Black Leadership Commission 
on AIDS Today Receive the Community Leader Award pr esented by 

the New York City Council of the City of New York.   

 
Photograph by Yanira Arias 

Guillermo Chacon, Vice President Latino Commission on AIDS, Dennis Deleon President, Latino Commission 
on AIDS, Honorable Christine C. Quinn Speaker City Council, Debra Fraser- Howze, President NBLCA, 
Honorable Larry B. Seabrook-District 12and “Dee” Divinah Bailey, Executive Director of NYC Operations 

NBLCA . 
New York, NY – November 28, 2007-- The New York City Council of New York 

presented the Community Leader Award to the Latino Commission on AIDS and the 
Black Leadership Commission on AIDS in a heartfelt ceremony in the Council Chambers 

of the New York City Council. 

“The fight against HIV and AIDS and the health care needs facing our community get 
more challenging every year,” said Dennis deLeon, President of the Latino Commission 
on AIDS.  “We accept this recognition with pride and responsibility in conjunction with 
our sister organization Black Leadership Commission on AIDS.  The Latino Commission 
on AIDS will continue promoting a community wide response to this crisis, specially 
addressing the stigma associated to this pandemic for a future without AIDS.”    

The recognition presented by the council is focused on the ground breaking work done 
by the Latino Religious Leadership Project of the Latino Commission on AIDS among 
Latino Faith based congregations in the area of health promotion and education, HIV 
prevention, and HIV testing throughout the City of New York. 
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November’s   
Donor Corner  

$1000-$5000 Level  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LaGender Inc.  

 
 

The Transgender Ministry of Tabernacle Baptist Church of Atlanta 
347 Boulevard ave,Atlanta Ga 30309 
 

Is pleased to present: 
 
 

“LIVING LIFE” “LOVING YOURSELF HAIR SHOW!!!! 
 
SHOW!!!     December 15, 2007 @ 7pm   , This event will help us to 
achieve some of our go to  become productive members of our church 
and society. The show will have an educational component to address 
the stereotypes and misperceptions some may have about transgender 
community. We invite all races and ages to join us for this Ground 
Breaking Event, consider this to be a family affair, L”Amour  L”Amour 
 
Pease contact us @ (404) 453-4439 0r deedeecham@yahoo.com 
 
Ms. Dee Dee Chamblee 
President – Transgender Minstry 
Email:deedeechamblee@aol.com 
 
 
 

Washington Blade: 
 

Gov’t to report alarming spike in HIV  
CDC numbers may be 50 percent higher than originall y thought  
 
By LOU CHIBBARO JR. | Nov 14 
 
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention is mulling over when to release alarming new statistics 
showing that as many as 50 percent more people are being infected with HIV each year in the United States 
than originally reported by the government. 
 
According to AIDS advocacy groups familiar with the CDC, middle level officials at the disease prevention 
agency have quietly confided in colleagues in professional and scientific circles that the number of new HIV 
infections now appears to be as high as 58,000 to 63,000 cases in the most recent 12-month period. 
 
On its web site this week, the CDC left unchanged its longstanding estimate that about 40,000 Americans per 
year become infected with HIV, a figure it says has remained “relatively stable” for most of the past decade. 
 
CDC officials have told leaders of AIDS advocacy groups that the new figures are being withheld while they are 
subjected to a rigorous peer review process by an unidentified scientific journal, which is expected to publish 
the findings within the next few months. 
 
Others familiar with the CDC have said CDC would likely publish the new data in its own journal, Morbidity and 
Mortality Weekly Report. 
 
“It seems to be a poorly kept secret,” said Michael Weinstein, president of the Los Angeles-based AIDS 
Healthcare Foundation. “Everybody who has dealings with the CDC is talking about it.” 
 
CDC spokesperson Jennifer Ruth said CDC “is currently working to develop new estimates of HIV incidence, 
based on a new system that distinguishes recent infections from longstanding infections.” 
 
There is no timeline for release of that data, she said, adding that it would not be available before World AIDS 
Day.   
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770-226-0075 
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Key Snapshot of the U.S. 
HIV/AIDS Epidemic Today  
40,000 new infections each year. 
1,200,000 people live with HIV, 
400,000 with AIDS.  25% of people 
infected with HIV do not know it. 
(Source: HIV/AIDS Policy Fact 
Sheet, November 2006) If you don't 
like something, change it; if you 
can't change it, change the way you 
think about it. 
Mary Engelbreit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KSU Host Nursing Update: Living with HIV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S1C Daily HIV & HCV Testing  

S1C is now administering HIV testing with OraQuick Advance. This has 
allowed us to conduct HIV testing during community, street and club 
outreach. We are also now providing HCV testing. Our in-house testing 
days are on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursday. 10am until 4pm Call for 
an appointment: 770-226-0075 

Testing initiative at Tabernacle Baptist Church, Su nday December 
2nd between the hours of 1pm and 3pm. HIV and Syphilis  screenings 
will be conducted.  

Sponsors: Someone Cares, Inc. , AIDGwinnett, and AI D Atlanta    

Hosted by: Tabernacle Church - Dee Dee Chamblee – P resident: Transgender Ministry 

Tabernacle Baptist Church – 475 Boulevard NE, Atlan ta 404-876-3777 

Rev. D. A. Meredith Pastor 
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On November, 17 Kennesaw State University hosted, Nursing Update: Living with 
HIV. There conference was well attended by nurses from all over the state. The 
coordinates of the event were Dr. Barbra Blake and Dr. Gloria Taylor (both on 
staff at KSU). The highlight of the conference was the panel discussion 
(moderated by Dr. Taylor) as each participant eloquently expressed their life long 
walk with AIDS and some of the changes that they would like to see done in the 
future. Panelists were: Mark Stack, Linda Felix, Harry Kendrick, Frank, and 
Tijuana     
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          U.Q.H.H.C.         

 

 
Unique Quality Home Health 

Care, Inc. 
 

“Caring for your love ones with 
the respect and  dignity they 

deserve.”  
 

P.O. Box 191493 
Atlanta, GA 31119 

Office: 404-822-9396 
Email: jon51069@aol.com 
Website: www.uqhhc.com 
Contact: Jonathan English 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hepatitis Education 

Retreatment with Pegylated Interferon alfa-2a (Pegasys) plus 
Weight-based Ribavirin in HIV-HCV Coinfected Non-
responders and Relapsers to Prior Hepatitis C Treatment:  

The PILOT-NR Study 

By Liz Highleyman 
  
Despite improvements in hepatitis C therapy, about half of patients with chronic hepatitis C do not achieve 
sustained virological response (SVR) on their first treatment attempt, especially if they have factors that predict 
poor response, including HCV genotype 1, African race/ethnicity, or HIV coinfection. 
  
However, some people can achieve sustained response when retreated with pegylated interferon plus ribavirin, 
especially if they received suboptimal therapy the first time around. Suboptimal therapy may include, for 
example, use of conventional rather than pegylated interferon, conventional or pegylated interferon 
monotherapy, interferon with an insufficient dose of ribavirin, or inadequate treatment duration. 
  
In a study presented at the recent 58th Annual Meeting of the American Association for the Study of Liver 
Diseases in Boston (November 2-6, 2007), researchers from Hospital Carlos III in Madrid, Spain, conducted a 
prospective study in which 51 HIV-HCV coinfected prior non-responders or relapsers to suboptimal interferon-
based therapy were retreated with 180 mcg/week pegylated interferon alfa-2a (Pegasys) plus weight-adjusted 
ribavirin (1000 mg/day if <75 kg; 1200 mg/day if >75 kg) for 48 weeks.  
  
Most participants (80%) were men and the mean age was 42 years. They had well-controlled HIV disease, with 
a mean CD4 count of 696 cells/mm3, 89% with undetectable HIV RNA (mean 6.1 log IU/mL), and 90% on 
HAART. Nearly three-quarters (72%) had HCV genotypes 1 or 4, and 59% had advanced liver fibrosis, defined 
as >9.5 kPa using FibroScan transient elastometry. 
  
Prior suboptimal regimens used were interferon monotherapy (23%), conventional interferon plus ribavirin 
(27%), and pegylated interferon plus 800 mg/day ribavirin (50%); 800 mg/day is now generally considered a 
suboptimal dose. The mean length of these treatments was 6.6 months. Overall, 64% of patients were prior 
non-responders and 36% were prior relapsers.  
 

 

S1C partners with Travelers Aid of Metro Atlanta to provide HIV 
education and HIV testing 

 

 

 

 

In our efforts to reach the transit and homeless populations, 
S1C has partnered with Travelers Aid to conduct HIV/AIDS 
prevention education workshops and Counseling & Testing, to 
their clients on a monthly base.  
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The Evolution Project of AID Atlanta 

presents...  

FINAL FANTASY I  

 
Sunday, December 2nd, 2007  

The Legendary Georgia World Congress Center- Building C  

Doors Open at 5pm, LSS Starts at 6pm  

Cover: Open to Public  

Master of Ceremony: Legendary Overall Father Jay Manolo Blahnik  

Dj: Robbie Rob Manolo Blahnik  

www.myspace.com/evolutionfinalfantasy 
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Medical News 

UNITED STATES:   "Researchers Devise New AIDS-Fight ing Strategy"   
San Francisco Chronicle    (11.09.07):: Sabin Russell 
 
A newly discovered "distress signal" generated by cells infected with HIV could offer clues to a fresh strategy to 
fight the virus. 
 
Scientists seeking to create an HIV vaccine have long been frustrated by the ability of the virus to mutate 
rapidly, changing into forms that the vaccine-assisted immune system cannot recognize to attack. However, 
the distress signal - small proteins generated on the surfaces of infected cells - is constant, so a vaccine 
designed to lock in on it could theoretically destroy infected cells and the virus replicating inside them.  
 
The signal is created when HIV disturbs the remnants of ancient viruses lying dormant in human cells. About 8 
percent of the DNA in the human genome is composed of viral genes dating from millions of years ago. Some 
of these fossil genes become active when infected by a modern virus, producing the small proteins that float to 
the cell's surface.  
 
In the latest research, these signals - dubbed HERVs, for Human Endogenous Retroviruses - were found in 15 
of 16 treatment-naïve HIV-infected study subjects. Four uninfected participants, meanwhile, showed no sign of 
HERVs. The HIV-positive volunteers with the lowest amount of virus in their blood also had the highest level of 
HERVs, a sign their immune systems may be exerting some control over HIV. There are indications, too, that 
"elite controllers," the small group of people whose bodies control HIV without treatment, produce high levels of 
HERVS.  
 
University of California-San Francisco research fellow Keith Garrison, the study's leader, said the discovery 
may represent progress against other viruses as well: "It may be that stimulating immunity against HERVs is a 
good way of containing all kinds of negative conditions in cells." However, team member Dr. Douglas Nixon, an 
immunologist at UCSF, warned that much research must be done before a vaccine based on HERVs could be 
ready for testing. 
 
The full report, "T Cell Responses to Human Endogenous Retroviruses in HIV-1 Infection," was published in 
the journal PLoS Pathogens (2007;3(11):e165 doi:10.1371/journal.ppat.0030165). 

 

UNITED STATES:   "Differences in HIV Risk Behaviors  Among Black 
and White Men Who Have Sex with Men"   
Sexually Transmitted Diseases Vol. 34; No. 10: P. 744-748    (10..07):: Richard Crosby, PhD; David R. 
Holtgrave, PhD; Ron Stall, PhD; John L. Peterson, PhD; Luke Shouse, MD, MPH 
 
Surveillance findings consistently show that black men who have sex with men (MSM) 
are disproportionately burdened by HIV/AIDS compared to white MSM. In the current 
study, the authors tested the hypothesis that black MSM engage in greater levels of HIV 
risk behaviors than white MSM and sought to assess whether self-reported HIV 
serostatus moderated any of the observed differences. 
 
For their cross-sectional study of MSM, the researchers recruited men from gay-
identified venues in a large metropolitan area of the southeastern United States. Face-
to-face interviews were conducted to collect information. 
 
The researchers found the hypothesis was only supported for one measure of HIV risk 
behavior: The average number of main (steady) sex partners in the previous year was 
significantly higher among black men (P<0.0001). Black and white MSM, however, did 
not significantly differ in unprotected sex with serodiscordant partners. Racial differences 
in sexual risk behavior were found only for HIV-negative men and indicated greater 
protective behavior for black men. 
 
"These findings suggest that fewer black MSM, compared with white MSM, engage in 
HIV sexual risk behaviors but only among HIV-negative men," the authors concluded. 
"Identifying the epidemiological dynamics driving HIV infection among black MSM that go 
beyond individual-level risk behaviors may be warranted." 
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UNITED STATES:    "Redesigning a Condom So Women Will Use It"  
New York Times    (11.13.07):: Donald G. McNeil Jr.  
 
Public health experts once held high hopes that the female condom would give women 
worldwide the ability to protect themselves from STDs. But due to a range of problems - 
the device was perceived as awkward, unsightly, and noisy - it made little headway with 
females other than sex workers. Six billion male condoms are delivered annually to 
developing countries, compared to only 12 million female condoms.  
 
Now a second-generation version has been developed by the Seattle-based nonprofit 
PATH. It reportedly offers several advantages: It is inserted using a tampon-like bunched 
end, instead of a stiff rubber ring. A softer, thinner polyurethane was used to better 
transmit warmth and provide a more natural feel. Adhesive dots on the outside cling to 
the vaginal walls, expanding with them during arousal. In testing among couples in 
Seattle, Thailand, Mexico, and South Africa, more than 90 percent liked the new device's 
comfort and ease of use, and 98 percent rated its feel during sex as "OK to very 
satisfactory," PATH said.  
 
But PATH has encountered a major roadblock to bringing the new female condom to 
market. While the Food and Drug Administration designates male condoms as Class 2 
medical devices, so that they must only pass tests for leakage and bursting, female 
condoms are designated Class 3. This puts them in the same category as pacemakers 
and heart valves, meaning that any new design must clear clinical trials at a cost of $3 
million to $6 million. "That's. close to a 100 percent block, because no one's willing to put 
up that sort of money," said Dr. Michael J. Free, PATH's head of technology.  
 
The original product was never able to fulfill scientists' goal of being a form of protection 
a woman could use without her male partner's knowledge. This was the female 
condom's biggest failure, and one the redesign process could not correct. 
 

L.O.V.E.  COALITION  
presents 

                “An Evening of Enchantment” 
 
Contact Person: Diana Burdnette @ 678-464-8763 
 

The Lifting Our Voices for Equality (L.O.V.E.) Coalition would like to cordially invite you to An 
Evening of Enchantment, December 13, 2007 from 7p.m. to 11p.m. This spectacular event will 
feature dance, music, spoken word and a performance by the L.O.V.E. Coalition Dramatization 
Troupe along with special Guest entertainer; Jasmine Smith-Bonet and Shawn Lamont. 

 
The proceeds from this event will be used to establish a safe house for displaced and homeless 
GLBT (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender) youth. It will also raise awareness to many social 
issues pertaining to GLBT youth such as: sexual identity, rejection from family members, 
homelessness, and self- esteem. Personal stories and life changing journey will be shared at this 
event! Antron Reshaud Brown, a youth advocate and poet will creatively tell his story filled with trials 
and triumph! 

 
We’re asking for your assistance to help make this dream a reality for many deserving youth in our 
community. Your financial or In-Kind donation will be greatly appreciated by the organization. Please 
invest into our community, by investing into the well being of our youth! 

 
Location: First Metropolitan Community Church 
                  379 Tullie Rd. 
                  Atlanta, Ga. 30329 
Requested Donation:   $15:00 at the Door. 
 
 



 10 

National Conferences  

 
 
 

2007 United States Conference on AIDS  
November 7-10 * Palm Springs, CA . 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I hope you will join me for the United States Conference on AIDS (USCA), set for November 7-10, 2007, at the 
Palm Springs Convention Center, in Palm Springs, CA.  
 
It may seem like there are too many HIV/AIDS meetings from which to choose each year. But I encourage you, 
if you can only pick one...let it be USCA. The largest AIDS-related gathering in the United States, USCA is 
phenomenon you cannot afford to miss. Over 3,000 workers from all fronts of the HIV/AIDS epidemic—from 
case managers and physicians, to public health workers and advocates—come together at this meeting to 
build national support networks, exchange the latest information and learn cutting-edge tools to address the  
challenges of HIV/AIDS.  
 

 

National AIDS Education & Services for Minorities p resents:  
The 2008 National African American MSM Leadership C onference on HIV/AIDS  

NAESM hosts its 4th annual National African American MSM Leadership Conference on HIV/AIDS in Oakland, 
California from January 24 – 27, 2008. 

Atlanta, GA (September 5, 2007) – NAESM will host its fourth annual National African American MSM 
Leadership Conference on HIV/AIDS from January 24 – 27, 2008 in Oakland, California at the Oakland Hilton 
Airport Hotel, One Hegenberger Road,  Oakland, CA 94612, to help strengthen HIV/AIDS research, prevention, 
and care strategies targeting African American men who have sex with men (MSM). 

 

Conference Purpose  

 

Numerous governmental and non-governmental organizations have committed their support to the 2007 

National HIV Prevention Conference because it offers opportunities to:  

·  Share effective prevention approaches and research findings among governmental, community, 

and academic partners in HIV prevention.  

·  Strengthen collaborations between program practitioners and researchers in areas including 

behavioral interventions, biomedical interventions, monitoring the epidemic, implementing rapid 

and reliable tests for early HIV diagnosis, and improving access to early treatment and prevention 

services for persons with HIV.  
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