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SOMEONE CARES

http://www.inthelifeatl.com/pride/schedule/

WELCOME TO ITLA

Welcome to In The Life Atlanta, the Official Organizer of Atlanta Black Gay Pride , celebrating over 10

Years of Community Service.

Atlanta Black Gay Pride is held every year during Labor Day weekend. This year we are celebrating is
August 29th through September 3rd, 2007. As the world’s largest Black Gay Pride celebration, we invite you

In This Month's Issue to join us for a weekend filled with pride, celebration, education, and new experiences for everyone.
ITLA is about more than a weekend. We provide year round advocacy, programming, and educational
Fr::?‘:(rs[?at‘imits aderessIb S ion events for the African America LGBT community of Metro Atlanta. Our theme for this year, Moving To The

Next Level , signifies our commitment to growth and to meeting the needs of Atlanta’s residents and our

HIV positive toddler banned . ) ) . .
from pool visitors. View upcoming events and join our email list for the latest updates.
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S1C August Calendar

August 13, 27 — Evening Chat
(MSM PLWA support group)-
Sundays at 6:30pm

August - Club, street, park outreach
done on weekends

August — Free daily HIV testing
9am — 4pm

August 6, 13, 20, 27 — HIV State of
Emergency meeting 6pm ASP

August 6, 13, 20, 27 — ITLA
meeting / Atlanta Sheraton 7pm

August 13 — PLWA workshop
Edgewood House

August 14 — PLWA workshop
Jerusalem House

August 28 — CPG

August - 29 —September 3 —Black
Gay Pride

September 1 — S1C host workshop
at Black Gay Pride — 1:30pm at host
hotel (Who Likes It RAW!)

Please check ITLA’s schedule of
events

For your Holiday Meals

Posted Jul 24th 2007 1:53PM by Angela Bronner
Filed under: AIDS: 25 Years and Counting

Last month, the nation's largest black Baptist organization FINALLY addressed
HIV and AIDS at their annual conference (hey, it's only been 25 years -- and
counting... but we're really proud of them.)

More than 45,000 delegates of the National Baptist Convention USA , Inc. convened in St. Louis June 18-
22, wherein and the National Baptist Congress, an auxiliary of the National Baptist Convention, spearheaded
several health fairs which addressed HIV and AIDS for youth and adults.

Dr. R.B. Holmes Jr . (pictured), the president of the National Baptist Congress, "felt it was time," according
to his special assistant, Evelyn Mason , who coordinates the Lunch 'N Learn program which in turn
organizes the health fair which addressed HIV and AIDS this year, including testing.

'25 Years and Counting' spoke with Mrs. Mason:
Why now?

I think that we finally realized that we're a decade late. | know something went off in my bosses' head this
past year on the anniversary of Magic Johnson 's program -- World AIDS Day. Something just happened
and Dr. Holmes said it's time, we have to do this. | have said a light went off. And | thank God that it did in a
very meaningful way. It may seem like a very small step to some people but when you consider a black
Baptist organization, the steps that we took were giant steps. AIDS has not been very open in our
congregation.

What was the response?

I think the response was wonderful. And the part that | played in it, | did it cautiously. But it seems to me that
the people are ready. It seems to me that the people recognize that we can no longer treat this subject with
polite attention.

How did you present the information?

What we did on Saturday, we had a workshop on HIV/AIDS. That was prior to the Congress officially
opening. And there were a couple hundred of us that met in a local church there. And we had HIV
professionals to give presentations. And that was excellent. They talked about the implication of HIV/AIDS in
our community and in our churches among African Americans.

Did any of that come down to condoms and safe sexo  rwas it more of an overview of what safe sex

was?

It was an overview, we didn't get into condoms but they did discuss safe sexual behavior. And there was
actually testing done as well. There was testing on Saturday. There was testing done later the following
week that was with Prostate Cancer and other things. But on Saturday at the HIV/AIDS Workshop we
actually did testing.

Was there any backlash?

No. Not at all.

Did you work with Balm in Gilead?

Yes. And speaking of Balm in Gilead, also, another thing we did during the Conference, was we had what
we called Role Model Awards. Where the President honored several personalities out of the African
American community. He honored several people he felt was impacting the black community, one of which
is Pernessa Seale of Balm in Gilead. Another was Tom Joyner .

Will you be continuing each year?

Definitely. Definitely. And | am in the middle of writing my report, the president has requested an initial report
from me and that's going to be my recommendation.



Volunteers Needed

S1C welcome all volunteers. We
encourage you to volunteer with
S1c which will give you an insight
into how we serve the community
here in Metro Atlanta. Your in-kind
service help us keep the doors
open.

Qur Mission
Our mission is to empower the
African American and Latino MSM
community, through HIV education
and prevention methods, assisting
them to take control of their lives in
making sound sexual decisions. To
broaden people living with AIDS
knowledge base to help them make
conscientious choices about
available health care options, and
enhance their skills to live a
healthy and fulfilling life.

Please Donate
S1C is able to carry out our vital
mission through your generous
financial contributions. We are a
501
(c) 3 agency. Your donations are
tax deductible. Please give to help
us, help others that are in need.
Thank you.

Contact Us
Someone Cares, Inc. of Atlanta
P.O. Box 881
Smyrna, GA 30081-9998
Office: 770-226-0075
Fax: 770-226-0075
someonecaresatl@aol.com

Www.someonecaresatl.org

Someone Cares, The question
now is, Do you?

New Client Advocacy Group
“YOU COUNT!

Use your VOICE, It makes a
difference.

Posted Jul 9th 2007 2:21PM by .
Over the weekend, a 2-year-old boy was banned from using the
pool or showers in an RV park because he was HIV positive.

The toddler was vacationing with his foster parents in Alabama and somehow the
owner park found out his HIV status.

Said owner Ken Zadnichek, "We weren't sure if somebody could get the virus if the
child upchucked on them or from blood or what. We didn't know what the risk was.
That's why we asked for something from their doctor or the county health department.”
(SOURCE)

Of COURSE this child was black.

Say what you will, but | always feel as if race plays a factor in just putting these
children out like trash.

In fact, this reminds me of segregation, when blacks couldn't use pools or drinking
fountains or the same facilities as whites...

I know, | know, AIDS is based on "medical facts" whereas segregation was based on
some made-up BS, but people, we've been living with AIDS for over 25 YEARS (and
Counting...) For this guy to say "We weren't sure about upchuck or blood is just
backwards.

There is scientific based evidence that says that you CANNOT get the HIV virus or
AIDS from a pool. You can't get it in the showers, or from drinking after someone. You
can't get it from getting a tattoo . Or from kissing. Or from upchuck in a pool!

Gimme a break. This child already has a tough road ahead -- do we need to treat him
like a damn leper?




July's Donor’s Corner
$500-$1000 Level
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House passes Labor/HHS bill

Thank you again for your advocacy on behalf of peop le living with HIV. These increases
represent the first significant increases to Ryan W hite funding, outside of the purchase of
medications, since 2001. Be on the lookout in earl 'y fall for action alerts to contact our
Senators to seek their support to ensure this fundi ng becomes a reality.

It should also be noted that President Bush has thr ~ eatened to veto this spending bill, as it
is above what he requested — so further action may be necessary later in the year.

During August, the Public Policy Committee of the H IV Planning Council will be
scheduling visits with local Congressional offices. If you are interested in joining us and
have not already signed up, please e-mail Jeff Grah  am prior to Wednesday, July 25.

Yesterday the House of Representatives passed its FY 2008 Labor/HHS/Education and Related
Agencies Appropriation bill by a vote of 276-140.

As passed, the hill includes the following increases for the Ryan White Program:
Part A: + $32.3 million

Part B/Base: + $2.9 million

Part B/ADAP: + $41.5 million

Part C: +23.2 million

Part D: + $3.5

Part F/AETC: + $0

Part F/Dental: + $0

These numbers reflect those in the Appropriations Committee’s version of the bill, except for
Part D, which was amended on the floor—it had received no increase from the committee.

Representative Joe Barton (R-TX) also offered an amendment on the floor to remove language
in the bill to ensure that the total funding to EMAs and TGAs for program year 2007 does not fall
more than 8.4% (EMAS) or 13.4% (TGAs) below their total funding for the FY 2006 program
year. (See last week’s update for more details on this provision.) Mr. Barton's amendment failed
by a vote of 196-230.

A PDF of relevant pages from the Congressional Record containing remarks about the
amendments is posted in the members section of the CAEAR Coalition website.

Jeff Graham

Director of Advancement
Positive Impact, Inc.
139 Ralph McGill Blvd., Suite 301
Atlanta, GA 30308
404.589.9040, extension 115
404.589.1615 (fax)



In loving memory
of Tony Childs.
He will be missed.
He was a
staunch
HIV/AIDS
advocate who
worked tirelessly
in the community
helping to
educate at-risk
groups about
how to better
protect
themselves.

Key Snapshot of the U.S.
HIV/AIDS Epidemic Today

40,000 new infections each year.
1,200,000 people live with HIV,
400,000 with AIDS. 25% of people
infected with HIV do not know it.
(Source: HIV/AIDS Policy Fact
Sheet, November 2006) If you don't
like something, change it; if you
can't change it, change the way you
think about it.

Mary Engelbreit

Volunteer of the month

How can | describe our volunteer of the month? Well, | can say overcomer of
obstacles, determined to succeed, giving of herself, devoted friend and
mother, intelligent and beautiful (in & out). Maxine Rodgers is a native
Milwaukee, WI. She has lived in Atlanta for 5 years. When she replanted
herself and her family to Atlanta, she hit the ground running. Dealing with
challenges in her own personal life and adjusting to the lost of a family
member that had died from complications of AIDS; Maxine started
volunteering in the area of HIV/AIDS. Later she landed a job at Our Common
Welfare as a Prevention Counselor and was in that position for 4 years. In
the process of volunteering and working full time, Maxine manages to pursue
her desire to become a nurse. This is where her determination and faith
kicks in. Facing insurmountable obstacles she presses on in school. We
were excited when she decided to share her talents with S1C. She has been
a blessing in the area of much needed staff counselors. Thank you Maxine
for giving us a part of you. We love you!

Maxine Rodgers

More than half of New Mexicans don't find out they have HIV until they are already sick with the advanced
form of the disease.

The New Mexico Department of Health expects a change in state law will increase the number of individuals
getting tested so treatment can be provided sooner and be more effective.

The New Mexico Legislature passed an amendment this year to the New Mexico HIV Test Act that removed
the requirement to provide extensive counseling before HIV tests, which was often an obstacle to HIV testing
in busy primary-care practices. Patients will still need to verbally consent to being tested. The new law takes
effect July 1.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has recommended that states offer HIV testing in
routine medical care settings and that states amend their HIV test acts to remove obstacles to HIV testing in
routine medical care settings. New Mexico is one of the first states in the United States to implement CDC's
recommendations.

As part of the recognition of National HIV Testing Day on June 27, the Department of Health and the
University of New Mexico are collaborating to inform health-care providers about the new legislation.
Training is available to help providers consider whether and how HIV testing could be expanded in their
practices.

"Developing a strategy for diagnosing people earlier in their infection is likely to both improve the health and
well-being of the person living with HIV and to decrease HIV-related health care costs by preventing the
expenses associated with untreated advanced HIV disease," said Dr. Steve Jenison, medical director of the
Department's Infectious Disease Bureau.

The Department of Health is working with its partners at the New Mexico AIDS Education & Training Center
at UNM's Health Sciences Center to inform medical care providers of the new strategy for offering HIV
testing in routine medical care settings. The AIDS Education and Training Center is a federally funded
agency that educates health-care providers about all aspects of HIV disease.

"New HIV treatments can give infected people years of healthy life, especially if they get into care early,"
said Dr. Elaine Thomas, medical director of UNM's New Mexico AIDS Education and Training Center. "New
Mexico AETC is eager to support the state's providers in learning more about HIV today, implementing the
CDC guidelines, and making HIV testing easier."

The Department of Health also follows the CDC's recommendation to identify the populations at greatest risk
of HIV infection and provide them with targeted HIV prevention services, including testing. Currently the
Department supports more than 70 sites across the state that offer free, anonymous HIV testing with pre-test
and post-test counseling.

For more information about HIV or to find a free testing site closest to you, call the Department's HIV/AIDS
Hotline at 1-800-545-2437 from 9 to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

There are 2,185 individuals known to be living with HIV or AIDS in New Mexico
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Unique Quality Home
Health Care, Inc.

“Caring for your love ones
with the respect and
dignity they deserve.”

P.O. Box 191493
Atlanta, GA 31119
Office: 404-822-9396
Email: jon51069@aol.com
Website: www.ughhc.com
Contact: Jonathan English

((

)N %% (
)y! ' 5 6 7
8 ! 9
] | ] $
1$ ! !
0 ! ]
! ;
8 <,$,= !
; | ) 0 |
! !
>?7@ "# 3, 1
0.,%, * 5 " @
.3, ; $! :$ ; AA:ABB4
173B CD7BB - 0 ! ! >B)!
! 3B3B3
9 "#6 /$: ;!
! :
! g
! !
! o] /!
8 ; ! 1 8 !
$ 1. ABB4 !
: "#
8, ! ]
! !
! !
| ; |
1 8 ! ! !
!
0
0)
0.,$," $ )



LA Times article: "A New Warning About Syphilis"

UNITED STATES: "A New Warning About Syphilis"
> Los Angeles Times (07.06.07):: Mary Engel
>
> Without treatment, Almost one in 50 HIV-positive gay and bisexual men
> who contract syphilis is at risk of developing symptoms of early
> neurosyphilis, new research suggests. That "is a minimum estimate of
> what the problem is really like out there," said Dr. Peter Kerndt,
> director of Los Angeles County's STD program and the study's
> co-author. And among that co-infected population, about one in 200
> still reported complications six months after treatment, the study
> found.
>
> Confirmed neurosyphilis typically requires a hospital stay and 10-14
> days of intravenous penicillin.
>
> "There's this perception out there that if you already have HIV, why
> worry about other STDs?" said Kerndt. "Well, this is a very serious
> reason to worry about other STDs."
>
> "People need to be aware of the symptoms: Hearing loss, problems
> seeing, problems walking," said Dr. Jeffrey D. Klausner, head of STD
> Prevention and Control Services for San Francisco. "If they have those
> symptoms, they need to see their physician."
>
> Six in 10 gay and bisexual men with syphilis in Los Angeles County
> reported they were also HIV-positive. The county's syphilis caseload
> has increased 365 percent since 2001, officials said.
>
> Experts attributed the rise in syphilis among HIV-positive men to
> highly effective HIV treatments, which have emboldened some men to
> continue high-risk sex without condoms.
>
> The HIV-syphilis coinfections led authors of a CDC report to estimate
> the risk of complications, said Dr. Tom Peterman, a CDC epidemiologist
> and report co-author. The report reviewed data from Los Angeles, San
> Diego, New York, and Chicago.
>
> "The key here is for men to try to avoid getting syphilis," Peterman
> said. "Cut down on the number of partners, particularly anonymous
> partners, and use condoms."
>
> The full account, "Symptomatic Early Neurosyphilis Among HIV-Positive
> Men Who Have Sex with Men - Four Cities, United States, January
> 2002-June 2004," was published in CDC's Morbidity and Mortality Weekly
> Report (2007;56(25):625-628).
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George Michael refuses HIV test

Wednesday, June 27 2007, 13:52 BST

By Kimberley Dadds

George Michael is refusing to take an HIV test because he fears the result
could come back as positive.

The gay singer revealed he has not had a test in over three years while filming
for comedian Stephen Fry's new television show HIV and Me.

The star, who was arrested in California in 1998 when he was caught initiating
sex with a police officer in a public toilet, has now revealed his worries.

The producer of the show, Ross Wilson said: "George says he does not
believe in tests. He says he finds the wait for results too harrowing and hasn't
had a test since at least 2004 due to his fears it might be positive."

Lesbhian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Health

America’s gay and lesbian population comprises a diverse community with
disparate health concerns. Major health issues for gay men are HIV/AIDS and
other sexually transmitted diseases, substance abuse, depression, and
suicide. Gay male adolescents are two to three times more likely than their
peers to attempt suicide. Some evidence suggests lesbians have higher rates
of smoking, overweight, alcohol abuse, and stress than heterosexual women.
The issues surrounding personal, family, and social acceptance of sexual
orientation can place a significant burden on mental health and personal
safety.

http:/iwww.cdc.gov/lgbthealth/index.htm



Potential cure for HIV discovered
by Mira Oberman

Associated Press

Friday Jun 29, 2007

In a breakthrough that could potentially lead to a cure for HIV infection, scientists have
discovered a way to remove the virus from infected cells, a study released Thursday said.

The scientists engineered an enzyme which attacks the DNA of the HIV virus and cuts it out of
the infected cell, according to the study published in Science magazine.

The enzyme is still far from being ready to use as a treatment, the authors warned, but it offers a
glimmer of hope for the more than 40 million people infected worldwide.

"A customized enzyme that effectively excises integrated HIV-1 from infected cells in vitro might
one day help to eradicate (the) virus from AIDS patients," Alan Engelman, of Harvard
University's Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, wrote in an article accompanying the study.

Current treatments focus on suppressing the HIV virus in order to delay the onset of AIDS and
dramatically extend the life of infected patients.

What makes HIV so deadly, however, is its ability to insert itself into the body's cells and force
those cells to produce new infection.

"Consequently the virus becomes inextricably linked to the host, making it virtually impossible to
‘cure' AIDS patients of their HIV-1 infection," Engelman explained.

That could change if the enzyme developed by a group of German scientists can be made safe
to use on people.

That enzyme was able to eliminate the HIV virus from infected human cells in about three
months in the laboratory.

The researchers engineered an enzyme called Tre which removes the virus from the genome of
infected cells by recognizing and then recombining the structure of the virus's DNA.

This ability to recognize HIV's DNA might one day help overcome one of the biggest obstacles to
finding a cure: the ability of the HIV virus to avoid detection by reverting to a resting state within
infected cells which then cease to produce the virus for months or even years.

"Numerous attempts have been made to activate these cells, with the hope that such strategies
would sensitize the accompanying viruses to antiviral drugs, leading to virus eradication,"
Engelman wrote. "Advances with such approaches in patients have been slow to materialize."

New experiments must be designed to see if the Tre enzyme can be used to recognize these
dormant infected cells, he wrote.

"Although favorable results would represent perhaps only a baby step toward eventual use in
patients, the discovery of the Tre recombinase proves that enzymatic removal of integrated HIV-
1 from human chromosomes is a current-day reality," he said.

The researchers who developed the enzyme were optimistic about their ability to design
additional enzymes which would target other parts of the virus's DNA.

However they warned that there were significant barriers to overcome before the enzyme could
be used to help cure patients.

"The most important, and likely most difficult, among these is that the enzyme would need
efficient and safe means of delivery and would have to be able to function without adverse side
effects,” wrote lead author Indrani Sarkar of the Max Planck Institute for Molecular Cell Biology
and Genetics in Dresden.

"Nevertheless the results we present offer an early proof of principal for this type of approach,
which we speculate might form a useful basis for the development of future HIV therapies,"
Sarkar concluded.



Georgia Medical Monitoring Project

The Georgia Medical Monitoring Project (GA MMP) is a new study of HIV/AIDS care that is being done by
the Georgia Division of Public Health. Georgia is one of 26 states and cities across the nation taking part in
MMP, which is supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). GA MMP staff will
conduct face-to-face interviews and medical record abstraction with randomly chosen people living with HIV
across Georgia.

EMORY

HIV vaccine research volunteers make it happen.

Be part of it.
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Please join us at the Hope Clinic.
877.424.HOPE (4673)
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TR US TED PHARMACY S ERVICE:S

HealthStat Rx is owned and operated by 3 homecare professionals whose families suffer from
chronic health conditions.  HealthStat Rx has developed a unique medication management progr ~ am
to specifically benefit the patient with a chronic condition in the home.

HealthStaERx‘s HIV Management Program includes:

Custom Bubble Packing of HIV and Non HIV medication
Home Delivery

Personal Care Coordinators

Monthly Patient Follow Up

Refill Requests and Prior Authorizations

24 hour service

All at no additional cost to the patient!

Our goal is to be an extension of the physician’s practice, working together to meet the total
healthcare needs of the HIV— infected patient. = HealthStat Rx's proven disease management
pharmacy program results in increased medication co mpliance and improved quality of life.

For more information call: 1-866-437-8040 ext. 230  or local: 770-437-8040 ext. 230
1270 Winchester Pkwy  Ste. 100
Smyrna, GA 30080
www.healthstatrx.com
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How a gay rights' leader became straight

Posted: July 3, 2007
1:00 a.m. Eastern

Editor's note: See the news story about Michael Glatze in today's WND, titled "'Gay'-rights leader quits
homosexuality."

By Michael Glatze
Homosexuality came easy to me, because | was already weak.

My mom died when | was 19. My father had died when | was 13. At an early age, | was already confused
about who | was and how | felt about others.

My confusion about "desire" and the fact that | noticed | was "attracted" to guys made me put myself into the
"gay" category at age 14. At age 20, | came out as gay to everybody else around me.

At age 22, | became an editor of the first magazine aimed at a young, gay male audience. It bordered on
pornography in its photographic content, but | figured | could use it as a platform to bigger and better things.

Sure enough, Young Gay America came around. It was meant to fill the void that the other magazine I'd
worked for had created — namely, anything not-so-pornographic, aimed at the population of young, gay
Americans. Young Gay America took off.

Gay people responded happily to Young Gay America. It received awards, recognition, respectability and
great honors, including the National Role Model Award from major gay organization Equality Forum — which
was given to Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chrétien a year later — and a whole host of appearances in the
media, from PBS to the Seattle Times, from MSNBC to the cover story in Time magazine.

| produced, with the help of PBS-affiliates and Equality Forum, the first major documentary film to tackle gay
teen suicide, "Jim In Bold," which toured the world and received numerous "best in festival" awards.

Young Gay America created a photo exhibit, full of photographs and stories of gay youth all across the North
American continent, which toured Europe, Canada and parts of the United States.

Young Gay America launched YGA Magazine in 2004, to pretend to provide a "virtuous counterpart” to the
other newsstand media aimed at gay youth. | say "pretend" because the truth was, YGA was as damaging
as anything else out there, just not overtly pornographic, so it was more "respected."

It took me almost 16 years to discover that homosexuality itself is not exactly "virtuous." It was difficult for me
to clarify my feelings on the issue, given that my life was so caught up in it.

Homosexuality, delivered to young minds, is by its very nature pornographic. It destroys impressionable
minds and confuses their developing sexuality; | did not realize this, however, until | was 30 years old.

YGA Magazine sold out of its first issue in several North American cities. There was extreme support, by all

sides, for YGA Magazine; schools, parent groups, libraries, governmental associations, everyone seemed to
want it. It tapped right into the zeitgeist of "accepting and promoting" homosexuality, and | was considered a
leader. | was asked to speak on the prestigious JFK Jr. Forum at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government
in 2005.

It was, after viewing my words on a videotape of that "performance," that | began to seriously doubt what |
was doing with my life and influence.
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_1D=56487

MORE
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